






'No speeka da English' 
is no joke to ESL students 
without friends at EVC 

Carlo baa been a resident of the 
U. S. for five years. He wanu to 
improve hJs Enld.ish so he can get 
a better .job. But it's bard for 
Carlos to improve his English be­
cause his ESL (English as a second 
language) class meets only sixhoura 
a week. He needs ·more contact 
with English; he needs to 11ractfce 
his new langµage with English 
speakers ol!Ulde of c1ass. But he 
doesn't know anyone to practice 
with hlm. 'There are lots of English 
sPeaking students at Evergreen 
Valley Coi,ege j>ut he's too shy to 
begin frlendmlps with them or even 
to strike up a conversation witli 
them. He's af(llid they'll put hlin 
down because of his accent and 
the mistakes he makes when he 
speaks English. 

Linh and her family have lived 
in the U.S. for three years. Quring 
tltis time she stayed home tnking 
care of her small children while 
her husband worked. She spoke 
only Vietnamese. When she needed 
to buy something, her husband 
had to take her: he speaks a little 
English 3nd ls able to communicate 
with" store clerics. 

Bui now the children are grow­
ing up and she needs to go to work 
to help support her family. She 
needs to be able to do her own 
shopping. She wants to be able to 
hclp'ber children with their school 
worlc- So she's at BVC ttying to 
learn English and a job skill to ac­
complish these-trungs. But it's hard 
for _her to learn Englim quickly 
�use, as with Carlos, her BSL 
class meets only six hours a week. 
She needs to practice with English 
speakers, bui she's too shy to meet 
them . . 

EVC contains many students 
like Carlos and Linh. They want a 
better . employment future, they 
want to make friends, they want 
to be part of the community. �t 
poor English skills lower their 
chances for any of these goals. 
There ~are English cl8SSO$ on eam­
)>us, but· says ESL Instructor Ms. 
Charlotte Hall, "a language can't 
be learned qulcldy. In a three to 
six ho\Jr-a-week • class. Language 
pas to be practiced • used • as much 
as possible"-

She goes on to say, "Our ESL 
clw on campus is often the only 

communicate in English. They 
have oo English-speaking friends 
to use English With, and they avoid 
speaking English with straogeis 
because they feel uncomfortable 
and embarnissed. Yet their only 
hope to learn English well is- to 
communicate much , more with 
English speabis. 

Says Ali, an· ESL student: "[ 
want to meet English speakers, 
but I'm afraid they'll think ,I'm 
stupid because l can't speak veiy 
well or they won't wanf to talk 
with me because I can't always 
exprffl what I want to say In 
English". 

The Learning Center -
TV studio, Montgomery Hall, Patios 
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American culture(s) don't realize 
what a great deal they could give 
these ESLstudents w'ithjusta litlle 
of their lime. Even one hour a 
week with an English speaker could 
increase the ESLstudcnts'language 
skilb, their ease and comfort in 
communicating In English, their 
understanding of American cul, 
ture(s) and their feeling of ac­
ceptance In our communlty." 

She added: "English speaking 
students could volunteer a little 
of their time, sort of as goodwill 
ambassadors for their community, 
their school and their culture. They 
could donate an hour or . twp a 
week chatting in the cafeteria or 
doing homework with an ESL 
student or going shopping or what­
ever. Or if they prefer, English 
speaking students could earn unitr 
or pay helping an ESL sluden\ 
practice his/her lesrons. Any anG 
every kind of assistance would b, 
greatly appreci3teil and would be 
of enormous help''. 

Students interested in becomin! 
a friend, cultural contact, tutor 
and the like should contact Ka;·, 
Soltero, Roble H-140, ex. 231 o'r 
Charlotte Hall, Rpj>le 5-140, ex. 
233. ' • 

PRESENTING - THE COMPANY 
THE MUl:.Tl�MEDIA· EXPERIENCE 

Scott Hodson draws a bead 
throl!gb a TV camera lena, and 
Lapy .Frame demonsttates camera 
operation to Doug Kelley, Claudia 
Medina; Eunice Mathern, and 
Martha McAndrews. 

What's going on? .. 
It's the new multi-media course 

called 11ili COMPANY, where stu­
dents arq,illtroduced IC? a variety 
of ways to create and produce 
their •own Tl shows, multi-image 
and sound woductions, and gra• 
phle materials. 

The course • ls funded b) 
a special grant from th� Stall 
for experimental courses anc 
will be offered again in the fa! 
Semester. h is team taughl b) 
Van Phillips, George Forreste1 
and Larry Frame, with special as 
sislaoce from llcmie Fradkin ant 
Jean Lawler from the EVC Medu 
Center, and Walt Robinson frotr 
the nv center at City College 
soon to be located in the oe" 
I.RC building o� the ave �pus 


