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CONDITIONS OF ACCESS AND USE 
Copyright and Restrictions
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the 
making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials.  The 
various state privacy acts govern the use of materials that document private 
individuals, groups, and corporations. 

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are 
authorized to furnish a reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy 
rights of an individual, group, or corporation.  These specified conditions of 
authorized use include: 

 non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, or research, or
teaching

 criticism, commentary, or news reporting
 as a NPS preservation or security copy
 as a research copy for deposit in another institution

If a user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," 
the user may be personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement. 
This institution's permission to obtain a photographic, xerographic, digital, or 
other copy of a document doesn't indicate permission to publish, exhibit, perform, 
reproduce, sell, distribute, or prepare derivative works from this document 
without first obtaining permission from the copyright holder and from any private 
individual, group, or corporation shown or otherwise recorded. 

Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works 
from, sell, or otherwise distribute the item must be obtained by the user 
separately in writing from the holder of the original copyright(or if the creator is 
dead from his/her heirs) as well as from any individual(s), groups, or corporations 
whose name, image, recorded words, or private information (e.g., employment 
information) may be reproduced in the source material.  The holder of the original 
copyright isn't necessarily the National Park Service. The National Park Service 
is not legally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement when materials 
are wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for "fair use." 

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment 
of the order is judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or 
publicity law. 

Conditions Governing Access
Items containing sensitive or personally identifiable information may be restricted 
at the discretion of the curator. Technical limitations may prevent access to 
obsolete media formats. 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

3 Catalog Number: DEVA  66593 

Rights Statement for Archival Description 
Pursuant to17 U.S.C. § 105, copyright protection under this title is not available 
for any work of the United States Government, but the United States Government 
is not precluded from receiving and holding copyrights transferred to it by 
assignment, bequest, or otherwise.  

COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Catalog Number: 
Collection Number: 
Title: 
Dates: 
Extent: 
Creator: 

DEVA 66593
66593
James E. Deacon papers 
1965-2012, undated 
1.25 linear feet and 1.20 gigabytes  
James E. Deacon 

Languages and Scripts: Collection is in English and script is Latin 
Custodial History: Collected by James E. Deacon and donated by Jack 

Williams. 

HISTORY 
James Everett Deacon, also known as Jim Deacon, was born May 18, 1934 in 
White, South Dakota, and died in his Nevada home on February 23, 2015. 
Deacon is known for his conservation work with endangered desert fishes, 
particularly the Devils Hole pupfish.   

Deacon earned a B.S. from Midwestern University and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Kansas, Lawrence in 1960. He began working as an assistant 
professor of biology at the University of Nevada Las Vegas in 1960. He became 
an associate professor of biology in 1965 and a professor of biology in 1968. Her 
retired from the University of Nevada Las Vegas in 2002.  

Deacon was a founding member of the Desert Fishes Council, an organization 
with a mission to “preserve the biological integrity or desert aquatics ecosystems 
and their associated lifeforms,” and served as the chair of the organization from 
1975-1977. Deacons served on the Devils Hole Pupfish Recovery Team from 
1978-1982 and the Warm Springs Pupfish Recovery Team from 1975-1980.   

Sources 
“About DFC.” Desert Fishes Council. Accessed January 21, 2025. 

https://www.desertfishes.org/. 

https://www.desertfishes.org
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“Death Valley National Park Mourns the Loss of Long Time Friend of the Park.” 
National Parks Service, March 10, 2015. 
https://www.nps.gov/deva/learn/news/jim-deacon.htm. 

“James Everett Deacon – State of Nevada.” State of Nevada. Accessed January 
21, 2025. https://tools.water.nv.gov/Hearings/past/Spring%20-
%20Cave%20-
%20Dry%20Lake%20and%20Delamar%20Valleys%202011/Exhibits/GB 
WN%20Exhibits/GBWN_Exh_015%20Deacon%20CV.pdf. 

“Noted UNLV biologist James Deacon has died.” Las Vegas Review-Journal, 
February 27, 2015. https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/noted-unlv-
biologist-james-deacon-has-died/. 

COLLECTION CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 
Scope and Content Note
This collection includes Devils Hole pupfish data, records related to Cappaert v. 
United States, correspondence, press clippings, pupfish modeling group records, 
presentation notes, Devils Hole algae records, printed presentation slides and 
figures, Devils Hole mapping project records, reports and publications, video, 
photographs, and slides. Items are predominantly related to Devils Hole, the 
Devils Hole pupfish, and efforts to save the pupfish.  

This collection also includes obsolete media formats that cannot be easily 
accessed. These include one floppy disc and one zip drive in box 1 folder 1 and 
two VHS tapes, one reel of black and white silent Super 8 film, and one MiniDV 
tape in box 3 folder 1. The floppy disc and zip drive are believed to have become 
corrupted and data has not been retrieved. 

Box and Folder List 
Box # Folder 

# 
Title Dates

1 1 Devils Hole pupfish data 1976, 1997-2012, 
undated 

1 2 Cappaert v. United States Undated 
1 3 Correspondence 2002-2005, 

undated 
1 4 Press clippings 1979-1983
1 5 Press clippings 1984-1994, 

undated 
1 6 Pupfish modeling group 2003
1 7 Presentation notes Undated 
1 8 Devils Hole algae 1975-1976 
1 9 Presentation slides and figures Undated 

https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/noted-unlv
https://tools.water.nv.gov/Hearings/past/Spring%20
https://www.nps.gov/deva/learn/news/jim-deacon.htm
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1 10 Maps and mapping project 1976-1986, 
undated 

1 11 Reports and publications  1969 
2 1 Reports and publications  1973-1988 
2 2 Reports and publications  1990-1997 
2 3 Reports and publications  1997-1998 
2 4 Reports and publications  1998-2002 
2 5 Reports and publications  2002-2003 
2 6 Reports and publications  

Note: The CD labeled Yuri Graves Thesis DH 
Pupfish has been copied to archival digital 
storage. 

2004-2012 

2 7 Reports and publications  Undated 
3 1 Video 1994-1998, 

undated 
3 2 Photographs 

Note: The CD labeled Devils Hole Photo Album 
has been copied to archival digital storage. 

1968, 2003, 
undated 

3 3 Slides 

Note: The CD labeled Ash Meadows Don Sada 
Slides has been copied to archival digital 
storage. 

1980-1982, 
undated 

3 4 Slides of Ash Meadows and Devils 
Hole 

1967-1974, 
undated 

3 5 Slides of Ash Meadows and Devils 
Hole 

1965-1975, 
undated 

3 6 Slides with underwater shots of Devils 
Hole 

1977, undated 

3 7 Slides 1977-1986, 
undated 




