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AA - William and Edna Askew Collection 
 

COLLECTION SUMMARY  

●​ Title:  ​ ​ ​ William and Edna Askew Collection 

●​ Number:        ​ ​ AA 

●​ Creator:​ ​ William and Edna Askew 

●​ Format/Extent:​ 1 Scrapbook 

●​ Span Dates:​    ​ ca. 1925-1985 

●​ Repository:​ ​ Henry Meade Williams Local History Room 

●​ Physical Location:​ Vault; SB​   ​ ​  

●​ Donor: ​ ​ Edna Askew 

●​ Accessions:​ ​ 91-2 

●​ Related Collections:​ Interview with Bill Askew 

C363 - Carmel Preservation Foundation Collection (C363av2) 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

William Louis Askew (1905-1958) was born on May 8, 1905 to Harrison Winton (1865-1930) and 
Jessie May Askew (1868-1957), settled in Carmel in 1918 where he and many of his 10 siblings 
remained to live and work. William worked for Hugh Comstock as a carpenter when he first 
returned to Carmel after working as a cowboy in the San Joaquin Valley. William and Edna Marie 
Cornelius (1908-2001) were married in 1958 and Edna set up a dressmaking business in her 
home and lived in Carmel until her death in 2001. They had two sons, William “Bill” Jr. 
(1927-2018), and Frederick Charles (1933-2002). William Sr. later worked for the city of Carmel 
and became the superintendent of Public Works for 30 years. He died on May 25, 1958, and his 
son, William Jr., took over as superintendent of Public Works for another 30 years. 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

This scrapbook contains newspaper clippings, letters, cards, brochures, approximately 33 
photographs, poetry by Edna Askew and other items that detail the family’s life in Carmel. A 
detailed genealogical chart is contained in Folder #2 in the Collections Finding Aids filing cabinet 
of the Local History Room. 

 
Photographs are from ca. 1925 through 1958 and span 5 generations including Harrison and 
Jessie Askew, their 10 children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Items include Christmas 
cards designed by and from Jo Mora, Edna’s poetry awards, a Clint Eastwood for Mayor 
Brochure, and handwritten notes on family history by Edna. Newspaper clippings are from 
1946-1996. 

mailto:hml.localhist@gmail.com
https://californiarevealed.org/challenge?destination=/do/b52f11cf-7a3b-45bf-a545-71430d8ebabb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rlyGYxgYYC7uamB2cnmJ-Prn250sqB3oYxfVniXYsUs/edit?usp=sharing
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

Access: Materials are open for research.  
 
Copyright Information: The Henry Meade Local History Room, Harrison Memorial Library does 
not hold copyright to these items. Permission to publish must be obtained from the copyright 
holder by the user. 
 
Preferred Citation: William and Edna Askew Collection, Henry Meade Williams Local History 
Room, Harrison Memorial Library, Carmel, CA 
 
Arrangement Notes: 

 
Updates: Inventoried 12/6/2018. Edited and checked against physical holdings by Michael 
Martinus 2/2025. 

 

INVENTORY  

Scrapbooks 
●​ 1 Scrapbook – 30 pages (1925-1985) 

 

SUBJECTS  

People 
●​ Askew, William L., 1905-1958 
●​ Askew Jr., William, 1927-2018 
●​ Askew, Frederick C., 1933-2002 
●​ Askew, Edna M., 1908-2001 
●​ Askew, Harrison W., 1865-1930 
●​ Askew, Jessie May, 1868-1957 
●​ Eastwood, Clint, 1930- 
●​ Mora, Jo, 1876-1947 

Genre 
●​ Scrapbooks 
●​ Oral Histories 
●​ Photographs 
●​ Poetry 
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