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Collection Overview

Title: Charles C. Rittenhouse Collection

Dates: 1896-1978

ID: CCR

Primary Creator: Charles C. Rittenhouse

Extent: 36.8 linear feet, 12 boxes

Arrangement: Series I: Architectural Business Records, 1896-1978
Series Il: Fraternal Organization Papers, 1900-1932

Forms of Material: Paper Records

Language of Materials: English

Abstract
The Charles C. Rittenhouse Collection documents his career as an architect, primarily while
he worked in the Greater Los Angeles area, although it also includes specifications and
correspondence related to his earlier work in Hastings, Nebraska and Canon City, Colorado.
His involvement in local fraternal organizations in Nebraska and Glendale, California is
represented by correspondence and ephemera.

Biographical History
Charles Clarence Rittenhouse was born in Van Wert, Ohio, in 1852. He initially made his
mark as an architect in Nebraska and Colorado. He worked in Hastings, Adams County,
Nebraska between 1877 and 1895. While in Hastings, he served as a city councilman and
mayor, before moving west to Canon City, Colorado. In 1905, he went further west and
settled in Tropico, a city later annexed to Glendale, California. When the City of Tropico
incorporated in 1911, he was elected a trustee and president of the board. His business
operated out of the Wilcox building in Los Angeles.

Outside of his architectural work, Rittenhouse was active in masonic organizations in both
Hastings, Nebraska and in Glendale, California. He was a charter member of the Glendale
Commandery, No. 53, Knights Templar, founded in 1915. Rittenhouse married Elvira L.
Morse in Hastings, Nebraska in November 1879. They had four children together, Franklin,
Ralph, Clarence (Charles C.), and Tena Pearl. Elvira passed away in October 1911. His son
Charles C. married local Glendale osteopathic physician Dr. Pearl Shrode. Both Charles C.
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and Ralph followed their father into the architecture and construction field. Rittenhouse
died in Glendale in July 1937.

Scope and Contents
Series |, Architectural Business Records, contains architectural drawings and construction
specification documents, as well as related contracts, correspondence, and building supply
advertisements. Rittenhouse worked on a number of building types, including both private
and public structures. These architectural records are primarily for buildings in California,
but also include projects in Nebraska and Colorado, as well as land interests in Roswell, New
Mexico. Materials are arranged alphabetically, and primarily by architectural project
location. Listed towns and cities are located in California, unless otherwise noted.

Series Il, Fraternal Organization Papers, includes correspondence and materials related to
his involvement in fraternal organizations, particularly in Glendale. Folders are arranged
alphabetically by lodge.

Subjects/Access Terms
Personal Name: Rittenhouse, Charles C., 1852-1937
Corporate Name: C.C. Rittenhouse Architect
Topical Terms: Architecture
Architects--California--Los Angeles
Fraternal organizations
Geographic Names: Glendale (Calif.)
Los Angeles County (Calif.)

Administrative Information
Processing Information: Mallory Furnier, 2018
Processing of collection and publication of finding aid made possible by generous donations
from the Community Foundation of the Verdugos and the Glendale Library Foundation.

Conditions Governing Use: Copyright for unpublished materials authored or otherwise
produced by the creator(s) of this collection has been transferred to Glendale Central
Library. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law beyond
that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright
owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Conditions Governing Access: The collection is open for research use.

Preferred Citation: Charles C. Rittenhouse Collection. Glendale Central Library History
Room. Glendale Library, Arts & Culture.

Acquisition: Lois L. Markwith, ca. December 1977
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Collection Contents
Series I: Architectural Business Records, 1896-1978

Box 1

Folder 1: Agreement Forms

Folder 2: Altadena Pasadena Mausoleum Crematory Building Specifications

Folder 3: American Institute of Architects Advertisements, ca. 1928

Folder 4: Anaheim Armory Correspondence, 1905 September 27

Folder 5: Apartment Device Correspondence, 1907 November 8-18
Folder 6: Appliance and Building Material Advertisement, ca. 1920-1932
Folder 7: Appliance and Building Material Advertisements, ca. 1920-1932
Folder 8: Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish Form

Folder 9: Articles of Agreement Templates

Folder 10:
Folder 11:
Folder 12:
Folder 13:
Folder 14:
Folder 15:
Folder 16:
Folder 17:
Folder 18:
Folder 19:
Folder 20:
Folder 21:
Folder 22:
Folder 23:
Folder 24:
Folder 25:
Folder 26:
Folder 27:
Folder 28:
23

Folder 29:

Avalon City Hall Specifications, 1916

Balboa H. Stanley Benedict Residence Specifications

Builder's Contract Forms

Building Regulations, ca. 1928

Burbank Public School Addition Specifications, 1905 July 7

Camarillo C.J. Daly Residence Specifications, 1909

Canon City, Colorado Bank Correspondence, 1905-1925

Canon City, Colorado Canon City Record Correspondence, 1905-1907
Canon City, Colorado City of Canon City Correspondence,

Canon City, Colorado Correspondence, 1905-1907

Canon City, Colorado G.V. Hodge Correspondence, 1905-1906

Canon City, Colorado L.S. Baily Residence Specifications, 1904 August 12
Canon City, Colorado Public Library Specifications, 1902 March 12
Canon City, Colorado T.J. Maxwell Correspondence, 1907

Cherokee, lowa County Court House Specifications

Chino D Street School Specifications, 1922 November 16

Contract Forms

Covina High School Correspondence and Description, 1908

Cripple Creek, Colorado City Hall Building Specifications, 1896 September

Cypress Park Presbyterian Church Cypress and Merced Streets

Correspondence and Specifications, 1915-1924

Box 2

Folder 1: Denver, Colorado Knight-Campbell Music Company Correspondence, 1905-

1906

Folder 2: El Centro Hospital Specifications, 1908 February 7
Folder 3: Elevator Patent Correspondence, 1907 March 19

Folder 4: Glendale Borthick, Daniels, and Betz Store and Rooming House

Specifications
Folder 5: Glendale City Schools Correspondence, 1924-1925



Folder 6: Glendale D.R. Jackson Resident and Bungalows Specifications, 1918 April 9

Folder 7: Glendale Grand View Memorial Park Association Crematory Specifications

Folder 8: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Agreements and Contracts

Folder 9: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Building and Sanitary Room

Specifications

Folder 10: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School General Specifications

Folder 11: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Heating Specifications

Folder 12: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Kindergarten Building Specifications

Folder 13: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Plumbing Specifications

Folder 14: Glendale Masonic Fraternity Specifications

Folder 15: Glendale Mattison B. Jones Garage 2" and 3™ Streets Specifications,

September 1916

Folder 16: Glendale Mattison B. Jones Garage North Brand Boulevard Specifications

Folder 17: Glendale Peter Jensen Store Specifications

Folder 18: Glendale Union High School Gymnasium and Classrooms Specifications

Folder 19: Glendale Verdugo Woodlands School Specifications, 1925 August 1
Box 3

Folder 1: Hastings, Nebraska Correspondence, 1905-1909

Folder 2: Hermon American School District Addition Specifications

Folder 3: Hermosa Beach W.Y. Feetzel Beach Cottage Specifications, 1906 May 3

Folder 4: Highland Park J.A. Hodges Residence Baltimore and Nolden Streets

Specifications, 1908 October 7

Folder 5: Holdrege, Nebraska Property Correspondence, 1905-1906

Folder 6: Hollywood C.B. Warren Bungalow Carlton Way Specifications, 1906

Folder 7: Hollywood L.W. Walker Residence Glencoe Way Specifications

Folder 8: Hollywood Mrs. K. Sinnige Buildings and Bungalow Sunset Boulevard

Specifications

Folder 9: Inglewood Cemetery Bryson Mausoleum Specifications, 1908 February 14

Folder 10: Inglewood Cemetery Community Mausoleum Specifications

Folder 11: Kelvin, Arizona Swastiek Hotel Correspondence, 1906

Folder 12: Lancaster A.S. Cleary Hotel Cloud Addition Specifications

Folder 13: Laramie, Wyoming University of Wyoming Building Specifications

Folder 14: Long Beach C.J. Walker Store Specifications, 1906 March 23

Folder 15: Long Beach Gilbert Campbell Bungalow Specifications, ca. 1910-1919

Folder 16: Long Beach G.W. Todd Store and Apartment 3413 East Seventh Street

Specifications

Folder 17: Los Angeles 12" and Crocker Street Realty Co. Factory Building

Specifications

Folder 18: Los Angeles Ada Scarborough Martin Garage Hope and 18" Streets

Specifications

Folder 19: Los Angeles A.F. Smith Dwelling Hill and Santa Barbara Streets

Specifications



Folder 20: Los Angeles A. Jamieson Apartments Flower, Cinnabar, and
Carondelet Streets Correspondence and Specifications, 1925
Folder 21: Los Angeles Alwin P. Berthold Apartment Occidental Boulevard
Specifications
Folder 22: Los Angeles Area Correspondence, 1905-1928
Folder 23: Los Angeles A.R. Gillman Apartment West 11" Street Specifications
Folder 24: Los Angeles B.E. Tanney Factory Building 784 Ceres Avenue Specifications
Folder 25: Los Angeles Belvedere School Addition Specifications, 1923
Folder 26: Los Angeles Benedict and Narbonne 737 Westlake Avenue Apartment
Specifications
Folder 27: Los Angeles Blunt Residence Specifications
Folder 28: Los Angeles Budlong Avenue Grade School Budlong and 59" Streets, 1921
May 12
Folder 29: Los Angeles Building Avenue 59 and Mesa Avenue Specifications
Folder 30: Los Angeles California Realty Corporation Apartment Georgia and Ottawa
Streets Specifications
Folder 31: Los Angeles Central Avenue Development School Specifications
Folder 32: Los Angeles C.W. Dunning Store Addition East 3" and Crocker Streets
Specifications
Folder 33: Los Angeles D.A. Warner Apartment Bonsallo Street Correspondence and
Specifications, ca. 1923

Box 4
Folder 1: Los Angeles D.C. Fry Apartment 4811 Moneta Specifications
Folder 2: Los Angeles E. Seventh Street Industrial Stores Co. Store and Garage
Specifications
Folder 3: Los Angeles E.B. Harbour Apartment 612-614 St. Paul Avenue
Specifications
Folder 4: Los Angeles Edith A. Cohn Garage Courtland Street Specifications
Folder 5: Los Angeles E.L. Eagleson Apartment Grand View near 10™ Street
Specifications
Folder 6: Los Angeles Ernest Armer Loft and Garage Buildings San Pedro and San
Julian Streets Specifications
Folder 7: Los Angeles Ernest Cole Hotel Towne Avenue Specifications, ca. 1910
Folder 8: Los Angeles F.A. Ferguson Residence Norton Avenue Specifications
Folder 9: Los Angeles F.R. Boag Apartment 920 West 11" Street Specifications
Folder 10: Los Angeles Frank Mortimer Apartment Sixth and Bixel Streets
Specifications, 1906 November 2
Folder 11: Los Angeles Frank Mortimer Residence Westlake Avenue Specifications
Folder 12: Los Angeles Fred Czerniski Residence South Olive Street Specifications
Folder 13: Los Angeles George |. Tedford Apartment West 10" Street Specifications,
1909 May 8



Folder 14: Los Angeles George Kitchen Apartment 943 West 12" Street
Specifications
Folder 15: Los Angeles George T. Burns Residence Specifications, ca. 1907
Folder 16: Los Angeles Grace C. Lowell Garage 11" and Grand Streets Specifications
Folder 17: Los Angeles Harris and Peoples Apartment 11" and Lake Street
Specifications
Folder 18: Los Angeles Hillhurst Avenue Properties Co. Store Hillhurst and Ambrose
Street Specifications
Folder 19: Los Angeles H. Stanley Benedict and Gardner H. Narbonne Store Figueroa
and Pico Streets Specifications, 1914 January 8
Folder 20: Los Angeles Ida Weiss Residence Specifications
Folder 21: Los Angeles 1.0. Levy Garage Pico and Figueroa Streets Specifications
Folder 22: Los Angeles |.0O. Levy Garage and Store Main and 24" Street Specifications
Folder 23: Los Angeles J.A. Dunham Residence Pico Heights Specifications, 1908
February 13
Folder 24: Los Angeles J.A. Hill Apartment Shatto Street Specifications
Folder 25: Los Angeles J. Burris Michel Apartment Bonnie Brae near 7" Street
Specifications
Folder 26: Los Angeles J.H. Van Patten Factory Building Maple Avenue Specifications
Folder 27: Los Angeles J.H. Van Patten Retail Wall Street Specifications
Folder 28: Los Angeles J.L. and F.A. Ferguson Store and Dwelling Melrose and
Western Specifications

Box 5
Folder 1: Los Angeles Joe Petrich Flat Carondelet Street Specification
Folder 2: Los Angeles Jonathan Dodge and John Steely and Hotel Figueroa and Third
Streets Specifications
Folder 3: Los Angeles Joseph Dederichs Residence Occidental Boulevard
Specifications, 1906 June 28
Folder 4: Los Angeles Joseph M. Davis and Catherine C. Davis Contract, ca. 1920-
1929
Folder 5: Los Angeles J.R. Shireffs Factory Building and Workshop Specifications
Folder 6: Los Angeles J.S. Hixon Apartment 557 South Fremont Street Specifications,
ca. 1907
Folder 7: Los Angeles Knox Presbyterian Church 43 and Figueroa Streets
Specifications, 1912-1913
Folder 8: Los Angeles L.H. Mitchell Apartment 8" and Coronado Streets
Specifications
Folder 9: Los Angeles Lillie T. Webb Apartment Scarff Street Specifications
Folder 10: Los Angeles L. Mudrick Building Court Street and Beaudry
Avenue Specifications
Folder 11: Los Angeles Louis D. Rasor Flat Specifications
Folder 12: Los Angeles Loyd and Casler Hotel Pico and Wall Streets Specifications



Folder 13: Los Angeles Macy Street School Specifications
Folder 14: Los Angeles Margaret Colliver Apartment 1521 Shatto Street
Specifications, ca. 1910-1919
Folder 15: Los Angeles Mary Molyneau Apartment Addition Bonsello and West
Washington Streets Contracts and Specifications, July 1927
Folder 16: Los Angeles Meyer Elsasser Hotel and Store 7" Street and Central Avenue
Specifications
Folder 17: Los Angeles Mrs. A.A. Belgard Garage Building 130 N. Grand Avenue
Specifications
Folder 18: Los Angeles Mrs. A.E. Sholes Residence Avenue 41 Specification
Folder 19: Los Angeles Mrs. C.H. Scarborough Apartment Bellevue Terrace Tract
Builder's Contract, 1911 July 31
Folder 20: Los Angeles Mrs. Cowie House Specifications
Folder 21: Los Angeles Mrs. J. Hartnoll Apartment 569 Fremont Street Specifications
Folder 22: Los Angeles Mrs. M. Frackelton Stores Repair Shop and Showroom 15t
Street Specifications
Folder 23: Los Angeles Platt Dwelling Specifications
Folder 24: Los Angeles R.B. Williamson Garage 6" and San Julian Streets
Specifications
Folder 25: Los Angeles R.G. Neiss Residence Fruitland Avenue Specifications
Folder 26: Los Angeles R.H. Cates Residence Specifications
Folder 27: Los Angeles R.J. Smith Apartment and Store Figueroa and 57" Street
Specifications
Folder 28: Los Angeles Standard Auto Body Works Warehouse Central Avenue
Specifications
Folder 29: Los Angeles Tabernacle Baptist Church Naomi and 17" Street
Specifications, 1908 July 21
Folder 30: Los Angeles Tatum and Cotton Store and Office Figueroa and 20" Streets
Specifications
Folder 31: Los Angeles Wadsworth Street School Specification
Folder 32: Los Angeles W.C. Elderton Apartment Francisco near 10" Street
Specifications
Folder 33: Los Angeles W.F. Ramsey Bungalow 10" Avenue Specifications, ca. 1909
Folder 34: Los Angeles W.H. Lang Store and Hotel 1407 West 11" Street
Specifications

Box 6
Folder 1: Los Angeles W.W. Paden Apartment Alvarado Street Specifications
Folder 2: Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company Stock Correspondence, 1906-1907
Folder 3: Mechanic's Lien Forms
Folder 4: Monte Vista, Colorado George H. Beatty Hotel Addition Correspondence
and Specifications, 1905-1907
Folder 5: Monte Vista, Colorado Soldiers' and Sailors' Home Correspondence, 1908



Folder 6: Ocean Park W.A. Hewish Apartment Specifications
Folder 7: Oxnard T.G. Gabbert Residence Specifications, ca. 1907
Folder 8: Pasadena L.R. Thompson Hotel and Store Building Green Street and
Raymond Avenue Agreement and Specifications, ca. 1926
Folder 9: Radio Corporation of American Stock Correspondence, 1924-1925
Folder 10: Real Estate and Building Review, 1931-1932
Folder 11: Redondo Grant School Specifications, 1908
Folder 12: Rittenhouse Clippings and Correspondence, 1911-1925, 1941-1957, 1978
Folder 13: Rittenhouse Stationary
Folder 14: Roswell, New Mexico Property Correspondence, 1905-1925
Folder 15: Royal Gorge, Colorado Gold Mining Stock Ledger, 1897-1898
Folder 16: Salmon, Idaho Correspondence, 1907-1911
Folder 17: Salmon, Idaho School Building Description
Folder 18: Salt Lake City, Utah Correspondence, 1909-1910
Folder 19: San Bernardino James McNair Apartment | and Water Streets
Specifications
Folder 20: San Francisco Jas. H. Bradburn Correspondence, 1905-1906
Folder 21: Santa Ana Correspondence, 1905 December 30
Folder 22: Santa Barbara J. Lane Residence Specifications, 1907 March 21
Folder 23: Santa Monica Lavinnia Bowser Residence Pacific Palisades Specifications
Folder 24: Santa Paula Library Correspondence, 1908
Folder 25: Sidney, Nebraska School Correspondence, 1906 April 16
Folder 26: South Pasadena L. Judd Residence Fletcher and Huntington Drive
Specifications, 1908, 1916
Folder 27: Specification Record of the American Specification Institute, volume 4,
1931
Folder 28: Specifications Templates
Box 7
Folder 1: Tropico C.C. Rittenhouse Vine Cottage Tract Deed, 1914 December 22
Folder 2: Tropico City Hall Specifications, 1914 June 9
Folder 3: Tropico E.O. Kepler Residence West 10" Street Specifications
Folder 4: Tropico F.C. Richardson Residence Specifications, ca. 1908
Folder 5: Tropico H.H. Davenport Store and Apartment Building Cypress Street and
Brand Boulevard Specifications
Folder 6: Unspecified Building Notes
Folder 7: Vancouver, Canada George D. Scott Residence Shaughnessay Heights
Specifications
Folder 8: Van Nuys G.L. Thelin Bungalow
Folder 9: Ventura Correspondence, 1907-1925
Folder 10: Ventura Detention Ward County Hospital Correspondence and
Specifications, 1907 August 2-5



Folder 11: Ventura Foster Memorial Park Lodge and Monuments Correspondence
and Specifications, May-July 1908
Folder 12: Ventura Masonic Temple Illumination Specification, 1926 May 13
Folder 13: Ventura Masonic Temple Specifications
Folder 14: Ventura Masonic Temple Specifications
Folder 15: Ventura T.G. Gabbert Residence Specifications
Folder 16: Ventura William McGuire Store Building Specifications, 1906 November 6
Folder 17: Wilmington J.L. Merkeley Bungalow Specifications, 1921 April 11
Box 9
Item 1: Eagle Rock Mrs. Becker Residence Elevations and Floor Plan
Item 2: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Elevation, 1923 June 19
Item 3: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Kindergarten Building Floor Plans, 1924
February 16
Item 4: Hollywood L.W. Walker Residence Glencoe Way Elevations and Floor Plans
Item 5: House Elevation
Item 6: House Floor Plans
Item 7: Huntington Park Proposed School House
Item 8: Long Beach Mr. Gilbert Campbell Bungalow, December 1912
Item 9: Los Angeles A.F. Smith Resident Hill and Santa Barbara Streets Elevations and
Plans
Item 10: Los Angeles Brooklyn School Drawing, ca. 1922
Item 11: Los Angeles Frank Mortimer Fairbanks Apartment Drawing
Item 12: Los Angeles Frank P. Schmalzried Building West Eighth Street Floor Plans
Item 13: Los Angeles Fred Czerniski Residence South Olive St. near 39" Street
Elevations and Floor Plans
Item 14: Los Angeles J.A. Dunham Residence Elevations and Plans
Item 15: Los Angeles Locking Plug for Electrical Circuits Drawing
Item 16: Los Angeles S.W. Buell Flats 9'™" Street Elevations and Floor Plans, 1927
November 19
Item 17: Public School Drawing and Floor Plan
Box 10
Item 1: Los Angeles T.T. Miller Apartment Building 1116 South Flower Street
Foundation Plan, 1930 April 21
Item 2: Monte Vista, Colorado Captain C.S. Aldrich Bungalow Elevation and Floor
Plans
Item 3: Public School Cross Section and Floor Plan
Item 4: Pulley System Diagram
Item 5: Santa Barbara J. Lane Residence Elevation and Plans
Item 6: Tropico Visor Lodge Pedestals Specifications, 1911 December 29
Item 7: Vase Drawing
Item 8: Ventura E.M. Wagner Ranch Residence Elevations and Floor Plans
Item 9: Ventura Eugene C. Foster Memorial Park Lodge Elevations and Floor Plans



Item 10: Ventura Herbert Sly Residence Elevation and Plans
Item 11: Ventura Main and California Street Ordinance Grade Drawing
Item 12: Ventura and Oxnard T.G. Gabbert Residences Elevations and Floor Plans
Box 11
Item 1: Avalon City Hall Elevations
Item 2: Bungalow Elevations, Harbour Apartment House Water Tanks and
Foundations, Los Angeles Mrs. Markwitz House Court N. Benton Way Plans, Los
Angeles W.A. Woolwine Garage Kingsley Drive Plans, and Wilmington J.B. Deford
Building Elevations, ca. 1900-1929
Item 3: Gillespie's Perspective Charts, 1899
Item 4: Glendale Magnolia Avenue School Plans, 1923-1925
Item 5: Los Angeles A.A. Gillman Apartment West 11" Cross Sections, Elevations,
and Floor Plans, 1923 April 6
Item 6: Los Angeles California Realty Corporation 110 Pershing Square Remodeling
Plans, 1929 July 3
Item 7: Los Angeles California Realty Corporation Building Olive and Pico Streets
Elevations and Specifications, 1929 July 3
Item 8: Los Angeles Edith A. Cohn Garage Building Elevation and Plans, 1924
February 1
Item 9: Los Angeles H.C. Hullinger Apartment West 6™ Street and Carondelet
Elevation and Floor Plans
Item 10: Los Angeles John L. Means Residence Western Avenue Elevations and Plans
Item 11: Los Angeles L.H. Mitchell and Son Apartment 8™ and Coronado Streets
Drawing
Item 12: Map Blueprint, 1903 February 12
Item 13: Walsenburg, Colorado First Presbyterian Church Elevations and Plans,
September 1903
Item 14: Wilmington Olive McCallister Store Badger and | Streets Plans and
Specifications
Box 12
Item 1: Burbank Public School Cross Section, Elevations, and Floor Plans, July 1905
Item 2: Canon City, Colorado First Presbyterian Church 7" Street Elevation
and Floor Plans, 1900 July 17
Item 3: Eagle Rock R.H. Cates Residence Floristrano Tract Elevations and
Floor Plans, 1925 June 29
Item 4: Los Angeles L.H. Mitchell and Son Apartment 666 Bonnie Brae
Street Drawing, ca. 1910
Item 5: Los Angeles Tom Seymour Apostolic Mission 312 Azusa Street Plans

SERIES IlI: Fraternal Organization Papers, 1900-1932
Box 8
Folder 1: Al Malaikah Temple Flyers, 1906, 1924



Folder 2: Glendale Knights Templar Commandery Number 53 Calendars,
1929-1932

Folder 3: Glendale Knights Templar Commandery Number 53
Correspondence, Directory, and Invitation, 1927-1930

Folder 4: Hastings, Nebraska Correspondence, 1900-1928

Folder 5: Royal Arch Masons Correspondence and Program, 1907-1928



