
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RALPH RATH COLLECTION 

1975-2004 

 

 

 

FINDING AID 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The David Allan Hubbard Library 

 

 
 

Alyson Thomas 

October 2024 

©Fuller Theological Seminary 



Ralph Rath Collection - Finding Aid - 2 

 

2 

 

Administrative Information 

 

Title:  

Ralph Rath Collection, 1975-2004 

 

Creator(s):  

Rath, Ralph 

 

Collection Identifier: 

CFT00044 

 

Extent:  

1 Box, 0.5 linear feet 

 

Repository:  

David Allan Hubbard Library 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

135 N Oakland Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91182 

 

Acquisition Information: 

Donated by Ralph Rath, c. 2004 

 

Conditions Governing Access: 

Scholarly use with parameters of copyright law. 

 

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use: 

Copyright restrictions may apply. 

 

Language: 

English 

 

Preferred Citation:  

[Identification of Item], Ralph Rath Collection, Archives and Special Collections, Fuller 

Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California.  

 

Name of Cataloger/Date Completed: 

Collection cataloged and finding aid written by Nancy Sanders Gower, 2004. Finding aid revised 

by Alyson Thomas, October 2019. 

 

Statement on Archival Language:  

The David Allan Hubbard Library aims to describe archival materials in a way that is respectful 

to all communities who use, create, and are represented in our collections. However, the nature 

of historical materials is such that some material may represent positions, language, values, and 

stereotypes that are not consistent with the current values and practices at Fuller Theological 

Seminary.  
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Within our finding aids, it is possible users may encounter language that is offensive or harmful. 

While some language included in finding aids was written by staff, other language originates 

from the people and organizations that created the material. For example, folder titles are often 

preserved from the creators. It is standard practice not to change them and, in some cases, it 

provides important context about the materials. When we find problematic language created by 

archivists and staff we strive to update it. When we find problematic language from the original 

creator we will transcribe as is to preserve the context of its creation. 

 

Rights Statement for Archival Description: 

Except where otherwise noted, the guide to the Ralph Rath Collection by Archives and Special 

Collections, David Allan Hubbard Library, Fuller Theological Seminary is licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/). 
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Biographical History  

 

Ralph Rath (May 22, 1932 - August 12, 2019) was a Roman Catholic journalist. He was 

ordained as a Chatholic priest on May 26, 1958, at the Oblate Seminary in Pass Christian, 

Mississippi. The Order sent Rath to California, where he taught at Catholic high schools and 

local parishes. He left the priesthood in 1967 to pursue a writing career.  

 

Rath contributed to two daily newspapers and seven religious publications. In the 1970s, he was 

added to “Who’s Who in the West” while writing for the California Tribune. He met David du 

Plessis in 1972, and joined a charismatic renewal community in San Francisco. The community 

joined the ecumenical People of Praise charismatic community in South Bend in 1977. Rath 

continued to advocate for the charismatic religious movement by lecturing across the country, 

and authoring 13 books and more than 800 feature articles. 

 

Scope and Content  

 

The collection includes Ralph Rath’s essays, “I Remember Du Plessis” and “Memories of a 

Charismatic Journalist” as well as a selection of his articles and booklets. Materials also include 

conference programs, booklets, and magazines related to the Charismatic renewal in the Catholic 

Church and statements on the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Dates range from the 1970s-2004. 

 

Subjects 

 

Catholic Charismatic Movement 

Du Plessis, David 

Ecumenism 

Pentecostalism 
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Container List 
 

Box 1 

Folder Item Date/Note  

1 Correspondence with Darrin Rodgers November 2004 

2 “I Remember Du Plessis”  

3 “Memories of a Charismatic Journalist”   

4 Ralph Rath articles 1975-2000 

5 People of Praise Ecumenical Community, South Bend, 

Tribune/Metro – Letters of protest against NCR negative report 

26 May 1977  

 

6 The 20th Century Pentecostal/Charismatic Renewal in the Holy 

Spirit 

David Barrett 

7 National Service Committee Articles, pamphlets 

8 North American Congress on the Holy Spirit & World 

Evangelization, New Orleans ‘87 

1987 

9 Evangelize the World, Now! North American Congress on the 

Holy Spirit and World Evangelization, Indianapolis 

1990 

10 Launching the Decade of Evangelization Vinson Synan & 

Ralph Rath 

11 God is at Work in You Ralph Rath 

12 Booklets: The Devil, Christian Community, After Death, Jesus: 

Guru or God?, Mantras, Inner Guides, Homosexuality 

South Bend Peter Publications, Get the Facts Series 

1992-1994, 

Ralph Rath 

 

 


