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Administrative Information

Title:
James Dean Collection, 1931-1955

Creator(s):
Dean, James

Collection Identifier:
CFT00158

Extent:
5 Boxes

Repository:

David Allan Hubbard Library
Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N Oakland Ave
Pasadena, CA 91182

Acquisition Information:
Purchased in 2008 by David Bundy and Nancy Gower.

Conditions Governing Access:
Scholarly use with parameters of copyright law.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:
Copyright restrictions may apply.

Language:
English

Preferred Citation:
[Identification of Item], James Dean Collection, Archives and Special Collections, Fuller
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California.

Name of Cataloger/Date Completed:
Collection cataloged and finding aid written by Adam Gossman. Finding aid revised by Andrew
Wong, July 2018.

Statement on Archival Language:

The David Allan Hubbard Library aims to describe archival materials in a way that is respectful
to all communities who use, create, and are represented in our collections. However, the nature
of historical materials is such that some material may represent positions, language, values, and
stereotypes that are not consistent with the current values and practices at Fuller Theological
Seminary.
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Within our finding aids, it is possible users may encounter language that is offensive or harmful.
While some language included in finding aids was written by staff, other language originates
from the people and organizations that created the material. For example, folder titles are often
preserved from the creators. It is standard practice not to change them and, in some cases, it
provides important context about the materials. When we find problematic language created by
archivists and staff we strive to update it. When we find problematic language from the original
creator we will transcribe as is to preserve the context of its creation.

Rights Statement for Archival Description:

Except where otherwise noted, the guide to the James Dean Collection by Archives and Special
Collections, David Allan Hubbard Library, Fuller Theological Seminary is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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Biographical History

“James Byron Dean (1931-1955) was born in a house at Fourth and McClure streets in Marion,
Indiana, on February 9, 1931. His parents, Winton and Mildred Wilson Dean, had married a little
more than six months earlier, on July 26, 1930,” Val Holley, James Dean: the Biography. (New
York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 1995) p. 16.

James Dean’s career lasted a very short time. He made three movies over the course of about a
year and a half. Joe Hyams in his biography of James Dean concludes that the fame of James
Dean rests in something his acting portrayed. Teenagers and young people in the 1950’s
identified with the intensity of James’ Dean’s character and screen temperament. Many people
think he was wreckless but those who know him the most remember him to be a very kind and
patient young man.

Scope and Content

The James Dean collection contains papers related to the movie star, James Dean (1931-1955).
Records include papers and memorabilia. There are a few items with images of Elvis Presley.
Published works were separated from the archival material and catalogued as the James Dean
Special Collection.

Subjects

Actors and actresses
Dean, James, 1931-1955 - Collectibles

Arrangement
The collection has been organized into the following series:

Series I: Biographical materials, 1949-1998 (Box 1)
Series II: Memorabilia (Boxes 2-5)
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Container List

Series I: Biographical Materials, 1949-1998. Box 1.

Box 1: Biographical Materials

Folder | Item Date/Note
1 James Dean Letter to “King of the Wood” 20 May 195?
2 James Dean High School Graduation Program 1949
3 James T. Hopgood- Another Japanese Version- James Hopgood
4 Sociology: A Global Perspective, Entry RE James Dean
Memorial
5 Fairmont Wesleyan Church
6 Fairmont Reporter WTR 1997-1998
7 “The Last Mile of the Way” by Mrs. Fred DeWeerd (James
DeWeerd’s Mother)
8 Cadle Tabernacle
9 Back Creek Friends
10 | James DeWeerd Biographical Information
11 | “Memory is Bitter-Sweet” by James DeWeerd
12 | “Minister on a Motorcycle,” Lisa Hogberg
13 | Fairmont News- Tribute to James Dean 9 October 1980
14 | James Dean Festivals
15 | James Dean Photos
16 | James Dean Magazines
17 | James Dean Brochures
Series I1: Memorabilia. Boxes 2-5.
Boxes 2-5: Memorabilia
Boxes | Description Date/Note
9.5 Memorabilia and gift items, including poster of “The Giant,”
clothing, magnets, magazines, and calendars.




