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Administrative Information

Title:
Paul W. Gaebelein Jr. Collection, 1919-1997

Creator(s):
Gaebelein, Paul W., Jr.

Collection Identifier:
CFT00160

Extent:
30 Boxes, 30.34 linear feet

Repository:

David Allan Hubbard Library
Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N Oakland Ave
Pasadena, CA 91182

Acquisition Information:
Acquired in 1999 from Paul W. Gaebelein Jr. and family.

Conditions Governing Access:
Scholarly use with parameters of copyright law.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:
Copyright restrictions may apply.

Language:
English

Preferred Citation:
[Identification of Item], Paul W. Gaebelein Jr. Collection, Archives and Special Collections,
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California.

Name of Cataloger/Date Completed:
Collection cataloged to MPLP level and finding aid written by Adam Gossman. Finding aid
revised by Andrew Wong, July 2018.

Statement on Archival Language:

The David Allan Hubbard Library aims to describe archival materials in a way that is respectful
to all communities who use, create, and are represented in our collections. However, the nature
of historical materials is such that some material may represent positions, language, values, and
stereotypes that are not consistent with the current values and practices at Fuller Theological
Seminary.
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Within our finding aids, it is possible users may encounter language that is offensive or harmful.
While some language included in finding aids was written by staff, other language originates
from the people and organizations that created the material. For example, folder titles are often
preserved from the creators. It is standard practice not to change them and, in some cases, it
provides important context about the materials. When we find problematic language created by
archivists and staff we strive to update it. When we find problematic language from the original
creator we will transcribe as is to preserve the context of its creation.

Rights Statement for Archival Description:

Except where otherwise noted, the guide to the Paul W. Gaebelein Jr. Collection by Archives and
Special Collections, David Allan Hubbard Library, Fuller Theological Seminary is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International

License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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Biographical History

Born May 7, 1919, Paul W. Gaebelein Jr. (1919-1997) was the grandson of well-known Hebrew
scholar and dispensationalist Arno C. Gaebelein and his wife Emma. His father Paul W.
Gaebelein was born in 1887 and had two brothers: Frank E. Gaebelein, headmaster of Stony
Brook Christian High School and Arno Wesley Gaebelein.

Paul Gaebelein Jr. grew up in Pasadena, California and attended Lake Avenue Congregational
Church. He earned his B.A. in Economics at Pomona College, 1941, and then served in the
military until 1946. From 1947 until 1956, he was a public accountant. Gaebelein gave lectures
on the subject of accounting at Claremont Graduate School while he worked on his Ph.D. in
Economics. He completed his studies in 1968. Gaebelein’s dissertation is entitled “Devaluation
under full employment and inflation: the case of Israel.” In 1976, Gaebelein earned a Ph.D. in
Ancient Near Eastern Civilization at UCLA. The title of this dissertation is “Graphemic Analysis
of Old Babylonian Letters from Mari.” From 1987 until 1991, Gaebelein taught Old Testament
and Akkadian at Fuller Theological Seminary.

Gaebelein’s publications include: "Memoir from the Field: Choga Mish VI Recalled,” The
Oriental Institute News and Notes 152 (1997) 11; and “Psalm 34 and other biblical acrostics:
evidence from the Aleppo codex,” Maarav (5-6 Spring 1990), 127-143. Robert Mullins of the
Department of Near Eastern Studies of the University of California, Los Angeles, edited the
Festchrift in Honor of Paul W. Gaebelein, Jr. on the Occasion of his Seventieth Birthday entitled
Human Origins: An Archaeological and Theological Perspective.

Scope and Content

Paul W. Gaebelein Jr. (b. May 7, 1919 - d. 1997) served as a professor of Old Testament and
Akkadian at Fuller Theological Seminary from 1987 - 1991. The Paul W. Gaebelein Jr.
Collection contains correspondence, photographs, articles, newspaper clippings, and academic
course work. A significant portion of the collection centers on subject specific files for personal
and professional research. Topics include Ancient Near Eastern linguistics, theology, and
archeological practices. Bulk dates range from 1987-1991.

Arrangement
The collection has been organized into the following series:

Series I: Personal (Boxes 1-3)

Series I1: Photos and Photo Albums (Boxes 4-10)

Series I11: Correspondence (Box 11)

Series IV: Writings (Box 12)

Series V: Research Files (Boxes 13-25)

Series VI: Mari Archeological Research (Boxes 26-29)
Series VII: Miscellaneous (Box 30)

Series VIII: Binders with Notes and Academic Material.



