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Descriptive Summary

Title
Charles Koon/Lawrence Welk Show Collection, 1958-1982

Collection Number
GPC_b0181 — GPC_b0186

Extent
3 linear feet (6 Hollinger boxes)

Repository

The Los Angeles Public Library, Photo Collection
630 W. 5" Street

Los Angeles, California 90071

Abstract

The Charles Koon/Lawrence Welk Show Collection consists of approximately 6,034
35mm mounted color slides and 500 3.5” x 5” color photographic prints, documenting
week to week stage production of the television program, The Lawrence Welk Show.
Images were presumably photographed by Don Keck, the official photographer of The
Lawrence Welk Show, and maintained by Charles Koon, the Art Director for the entire
run of the Lawrence Welk Show.

Physical Location
Housed in the “Cold Room” located on Lower Level 4 at Central Library.

Administrative Information

Restrictions on Use and Reproduction
Any reproduction, redistribution, publication, or other use, by any means, without prior
written permission is prohibited.

Photocopies, copy prints and digital images can be provided. With the proper fees and
permissions, many images can be used in commercial and non-profit applications.

For personal and commercial uses of the Library's images, the Library will send to the
user a Commercial Use Agreement which states access rights to images and copyright
restrictions. This agreement must be returned to the library before the order will be
processed. It will also state proper credit to be used for the product whenever
photographs are used in commercial or non-profit situations.

Further information regarding Use and Reproduction may be found on the Library’s
website: https://tessa.lapl.org/OrderingUse



Restrictions on Access
This collection is stored on-site at the Central Branch of the Los Angeles Public Library.
It is open for research by appointment only.

Provenance/Source of Acquisition
Gift of the Charles Koon Estate via Nicholas Koon, son of Charles Koon, November 8,
2021.

Preferred Citation
[Photographer (if given)], [Collection Name]/Los Angeles Public Library

Biography/History

The Lawrence Welk Show was a popular television variety program hosted by big band
leader Lawrence Welk. The series aired locally in Los Angeles for four years, from 1951
to 1955, then nationally for another 16 years on ABC from 1955 to 1971, followed by 11
years in first-run syndication from 1971 to 1982. The program aired weekly on Saturday
evenings.

Charles Koon (1929-2004) was an Art Director who served as the set designer for The
Lawrence Welk Show for its entire run.

Scope and Content

The Charles Koon/Lawrence Welk Show Collection consists of approximately 6,034
35mm mounted color slides and 500 3.5” x 5” color photographic prints, documenting
week to week stage production of the television program, The Lawrence Welk Show. The
collection begins in October 1958, during its run on ABC concludes in April 1982 when
the first run episodes of the show stopped being filmed. Images in the collection are
generally shot from a distance, so the entire stage and sets are visible, along with
performers, including the band. Television cameras can frequently be seen in the images.

Aiir dates are written on the slides or on the verso of the prints, though around 100 prints
are undated.

Don Keck was the official photographer of The Lawrence Welk Show and he is therefore
believed to be the photographer of the images in this collection.

Organization and Arrangement
The collection is organized by airdate. 35mm mounted slides are stored in boxes 181-
185, and paints are filed in box 186.
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Container List

e GPC _Dbi181
o Folder 01 — 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning October
11, 1958 — August 13, 1960.
o Folder 02 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning August
13, 1960 — February 10, 1962.
o Folder 02 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning February
10, 1962 — April 27, 1963



GPC_

(0}

o

o

GPC_

o

o

o

GPC_

o

0}

0}

GPC_

(0]

(0]

GPC_

(0}

(0}

(0}

b182

Folder 01 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning April 27,
1963 — April 4, 1964.

Folder 02 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning April 4,
1964 — March 13, 1965.

Folder 03 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning March
13, 1965 — January 22, 1966.

b183

Folder 01 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning January
22, 1966 — December 10, 1966.

Folder 02 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning
December 10, 1966 — November 4, 1967.

Folder 03 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning
November 4, 1967 — August 31, 1968.

b184

Folder 01 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning
September 14, 1968 — August 2, 1969.

Folder 02 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning August 2,
1969 — September 26, 1970.

Folder 03 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning
September 26, 1970 — October 29, 1971.

b185

Folder 01 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning
November 5, 1971 — February 10, 1975.

Folder 02 - 35mm mounted slides with air dates spanning February
17,1975 — March 1, 1977. One slide with an imprint date of August
1977.

b186

Photographic prints, measuring 3.5” x 5” with air dates spanning
November 1976 — March, 1981.

Photographic prints, measuring 3.5” x 5” with air dates spanning
April 1981 — January 1982.

Photographic prints, measuring 3.5” x 5” with air dates spanning
February 1982 — April 1982. Approximately 100 undated prints.
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