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Title:
W. H. Topping Diaries, 1947-1968

Creator(s):
Topping, William Hill

Collection Identifier:
CFT00014

Extent:
1 Box, 0.75 linear feet

Repository:

David Allan Hubbard Library
Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N Oakland Ave
Pasadena, CA 91182

Acquisition Information:
Unknown.

Conditions Governing Access:
Scholarly use with parameters of copyright law.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:
Copyright restrictions may apply.

Language:
English

Preferred Citation:
[Identification of Item], W. H. Topping Diaries, Archives and Special Collections, Fuller
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California.

Name of Cataloger/Date Completed:
Collection cataloged and finding aid written by Alyson Thomas, 2023.

Statement on Archival Language:

The David Allan Hubbard Library aims to describe archival materials in a way that is respectful
to all communities who use, create, and are represented in our collections. However, the nature
of historical materials is such that some material may represent positions, language, values, and
stereotypes that are not consistent with the current values and practices at Fuller Theological
Seminary.
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Within our finding aids, it is possible users may encounter language that is offensive or harmful.
While some language included in finding aids was written by staff, other language originates
from the people and organizations that created the material. For example, folder titles are often
preserved from the creators. It is standard practice not to change them and, in some cases, it
provides important context about the materials. When we find problematic language created by
archivists and staff we strive to update it. When we find problematic language from the original
creator we will transcribe as is to preserve the context of its creation.

Rights Statement for Archival Description:

Except where otherwise noted, the guide to the W. H. Topping Diaries by Archives and Special
Collections, David Allan Hubbard Library, Fuller Theological Seminary is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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Biographical History

William Hill Topping was born in 1885 in Maberley, Ontario, Canada. Mr. Topping arrived in
Foochow, China in November 1911 supported by the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions. He served there from 1911-1947 in various capacities including teacher,
District Secretary and Associate General Secretary of the Mid-Fukien Synod of the Church of
Christ in China. He retired to Whittier, California in 1947.

Related Collections

China Missionaries Collections: Grace Rowley papers and China Missionaries Oral History
Project in the Special Collections of Claremont Graduate School, Claremont, California, 1970.

Scope and Content

The collection consists of W. H. Topping’s daily reminder diaries kept after his retirement, from
1947 to 1968. His reported activies include speaking engagements and churches attended in
Whittier and other Los Angeles area cities. Entries also list correspondents, expenses, and
occasional notes from lectures attended.

Subjects
Churches of Christ

China
Fuzhou (Fujian)
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Container List

Box 1: Diaries

ltem | ltem Date/Note
1 Laird & Lee’s Diary and Time Saver 1947
2 Diary 1948
3 Pocket Diary — printed in Chinese characters 1950
4 Lett’s Diary 1951
5 Marquette Diary 1952
6 Marquette Diary 1953
7 The Standard Diary 1954
8 Diary 1955
9 Diary 1957
10 | Marquette Diary 1958
11 | Diary 1959
12 | Diary with Cash Account, Indexed Addresses 1960
13 | Diary 1965
14 | Daily Reminder, Eden Publishing House 1966
15 | Daily Reminder, Eden Publishing House 1967
16 | Diary 1968




