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Administrative Information 

 

Title:  

William L. Troyer Diaries, 1924-1955 

 

Creator(s):  

Troyer, William L. 

 

Collection Identifier: 

CFT00013 

 

Extent: 

1 Box, 1.35 linear feet 

 

Repository: 

David Allan Hubbard Library 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

135 N Oakland Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91182 

 

Acquisition Information: 

1999, Gift of Paul M. Hansen, grandson of William Troyer. 

 

Conditions Governing Access: 

Scholarly use with parameters of copyright law. 

 

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use: 

Copyright restrictions may apply. 

 

Language: 

English 

 

Preferred Citation: 

[Identification of Item], William L. Troyer Diaries, Archives and Special Collections, Fuller 

Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California.  

 

Name of Cataloger/Date Completed: 

Collection cataloged and finding aid written by Nancy Sanders Gower in 2012. 

 

Statement on Archival Language:  

The David Allan Hubbard Library aims to describe archival materials in a way that is respectful 

to all communities who use, create, and are represented in our collections. However, the nature 

of historical materials is such that some material may represent positions, language, values, and 

stereotypes that are not consistent with the current values and practices at Fuller Theological 

Seminary.  
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Within our finding aids, it is possible users may encounter language that is offensive or harmful. 

While some language included in finding aids was written by staff, other language originates 

from the people and organizations that created the material. For example, folder titles are often 

preserved from the creators. It is standard practice not to change them and, in some cases, it 

provides important context about the materials. When we find problematic language created by 

archivists and staff we strive to update it. When we find problematic language from the original 

creator we will transcribe as is to preserve the context of its creation. 

 

Rights Statement for Archival Description: 

Except where otherwise noted, the guide to the William L. Troyer Diaries by Archives and 

Special Collections, David Allan Hubbard Library, Fuller Theological Seminary is licensed 

under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International 

License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/). 
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Biographical History 

A resident of Pasadena, California, William L. Troyer (1863-1955) was an itinerant preacher for 

the Pilgrim Holiness Church. He also served as a Los Angeles prison chaplain, a Bible class 

teacher, and a handyman for members of his congregation and neighbors. Troyer kept a daily 

diary for over 30 years from 1924 to 1955. 

Notably in 1924, Troyer took a cross-country automobile journey with a “Brother Blemquist” of 

Fresno, California. He was escorting two missionary ladies to Nebraska. Their journey took them 

from the mission in Sawtelle through Salt Lake City where they attended a Mormon temple 

service. From there, they went through Wyoming, Nebraska, Michigan and Jamestown, New 

York. Their return journey took them through Montana, Washington, and Oregon. They met with 

many church leaders, attended services, tent meetings, and prayer meetings. 

Scope and Content 

 

William Troyer kept a daily diary for over 30 years, from 1924 to 1955. Each of the 27 diaries 

begin with the Rose Parade in Pasadena, California on New Year’s Day. The diaries mention 

many holiness preachers of Troyer’s time, including representatives of churches from the Pilgrim 

Holiness, Wesleyan Methodist, and Nazarene denominations. Individuals include John Church, 

H.M. Couchenour, Ada Beard, Bud Robinson, Lettie Cowman, H.J. Olsen, and Paul W. Thomas. 

 

Subjects 

 

Pilgrim Holiness Church 

Los Angeles (Calif.) 

Holiness – Christianity 

Wesleyan Methodism 


