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Historical Note:

Luther Eskijian was born on 1 November 1913, in a small village named Ekiz-Oluk in the mountains of
Syria where his father, Reverend Hovhannes Eskijian was called to his first ministry. His father was killed in
1916. In 1920, Luther emigrated to the U.S. with his widowed mother and his brother John through Ellis
Island. As a young man struggling to help support his family he cleaned and repaired rugs. Luther
eventually established himself in business and obtained an education as an architect. While still in Junior
College, Luther designed the early Cilicia Armenian Church in Pasadena, California at no charge to the
community (it is still standing). At the age of 24 he designed and built a commercial and apartment building
in Pasadena, that was later a source of retirement income for himself and his wife. He had several other
investments and development projects underway when World War Il began. When the U.S. began taking a
role in the war, a restriction on steel was imposed in the U.S. and his development projects were
interrupted. Luther was then drafted into the U.S. armed forces and served from October 1942 to January
1946. He married his fiancée, Anne Hotzakorgian, in November of 1943 at the base chapel of Camp
Monroe, North Carolina prior to being shipped overseas.

In retirement, Mr. Eskijian spent many years in the planning and construction of an outstanding edifice of
ancient Armenian architecture, a Sanctuary and Museum, in Los Angeles. The sanctuary is unusual in that
it used modern materials, but incorporated ancient designs, with beamed ceilings, a central copula with an
ancient Armenian gold cross on top, stained glass windows of Biblical scenes, natural split face blocks and
marble altar. The lower floor of the sanctuary contains the Ararat-Eskijian Museum, which houses many
historical Armenian artifacts from before the time of Christ, along with European and Middle Eastern
artifacts, handcrafts of the Armenian people, art and sculpture. The collection includes an outstanding
sculpture outside the Museum conceived by Mr. Eskijian called "Mother Armenia Arising out of the Ashes,"
dedicated to both those who survived and perished in the Armenian Genocide of 1915. His work has been
featured in Masonry Magazine, and became a study for college students.

Scope and Content:

Professional records created by Luther Eskijian. Commercial and residential architectural drawings and
plans for buildings located in southern California including Pasadena, San Gabriel, Downey, Fresno, and
the Los Angeles region.

Arrangement:

Original organization of the records has been preserved where possible. Materials may have been
reorganized or rehoused for preservation and access purposes. List of materials in this finding aid is
organized by city in which the project is located.

Related Collections:
None.
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Sources:
Ararat-Eskijian Museum. Retrieved from https://www.ararat-eskijian-museum.com/luther-eskijian/

Pasadena Star-News. Luther Eskijian obituary. Retrieved from
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pasadenastarnews/obituary.aspx?n=luther-eskijian&pid=87180769

Access:

Collection is open to researchers by appointment only. For more information on visiting, access policies,
and reproduction requests, please visit our Reference Services page online at http:/lib.calpoly.edu/search-
and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/.

Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:

Digital copies are provided to researchers for the purpose of study, research, and personal use only, unless
otherwise specified in writing. Materials that are the property of Cal Poly Special Collections and Archives
require written permission prior to publication. No complete collection may be reproduced.

For print and online publication, please visit our Reproduction Services page online at
http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/. Special Collections and Archives reserves the right
to review all reproduction requests and to withhold permission if scanning would endanger the material,
would violate copyright law, or would violate institutional restrictions.

Copyright:
© 2018 Trustees of the California State University. All rights reserved.
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Contents
Organized by city in which the project is located.

Project No of
Drawer (Folder |Project Name City Date Type Project Type sheets
FF 128 |7 Binkley, John Residence Altadena Dec. 1956 - Jan. 1957 |Residential |Residential 15
FF 131 |6 Martin, Ray Residence Altadena Mar. 1963 Residential |Residential 6
FF 130 |3 HI-Mart Service Station Arcadia May - Jul. 1986 Commercial |Commercial 12
Religious/A |Religious/Additio
FF 128 |4 Arcadia Christian Church Arcadia Feb. 1958 - Nov. 1959 [ddition n 10
FF 128 |6 Azadian, Steve Mountain Cabin |Bass Lake [Nov. - Dec. 1988 Residential |Residential 3
Residential-
FF 133 |5 Tayeri Condo Development Burbank Mar. - Jul. 1980 Multi Residential-Multi 38
Desert Hot
FF 129 |6 Desert Ranchitos Springs Jan. - Feb. 1956 1
Immanuel Armenian Congr.
FF 130 |7 Church Downey Jul. 1980 - Nov. 1982 |Religious Religious 26
Armenian First Presbyterian
FF 128 |5 Church of Fresno Fresno Dec. 1963 - Apr. 1964 |Religious Religious
FF 129 |3 Danielian, S. Residence Fresno Jul. 1956 Residential |Residential 3
FF 133 |6 Ter-Avanesyan, A. Residence Glendale Mar. - May 1989 Residential |Residential
La Residential-
FF 132 |8 Ramsdell Development Crescenta [Jan. - Apr. 1988 Multi Residential-Multi 23
Long Beach Free Methodist
FF 131 |2 Church Long Beach |Dec. 1973 Religious Religious 33
Marina Free Methodist Church -
FF131 |4 Light & Life Christian School Los Angeles |Mar. 1974 Religious Religious 49
FF 131 |8 Merdinian Church Los Angeles |[Nov. 1981 - 1982 Religious Religious 10
Immanuel Armenian Congr. Sep. 1955 - Sep. 1956, |Religious/A |Religious/Additio
FF 130 |8 Church Los Angeles [Mar. 1961 ddition n 14
Oct. - Dec. 1989, Sep.
FF 129 |8 Dovlatian,G. Residence Los Angeles [1991 Residential [Residential 12
Aug. - Dec. 1986, Feb.
FF 130 |4 Hilltop House Los Angeles [1989 Residential [Residential 17
Mountain View Shopping Los Angeles
FF 131 |9 Center County Aug. - Nov. 1962 Commercial |Commercial 9
FF 131 |3 Margolis, L.H. Monrovia Feb. 1966 Commercial |Commercial 1
Palm
FF 129 |5 Desert King Hotel Springs Dec. 1956 Hospitality |Hospitality 17
FF 130 |6 Home Bank Paramount [Apr. - Jun. 1959 Commercial [Commercial 24
Apr. 1981 - May 1982,
FF129 |4 Degnan, J. Residence Pasadena |Mar. 1983 Addition Addition 28
FF 128 |3 Aijian Family Trust Pasadena |May - Jun. 1964 Commercial |Commercial 16
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FF 129 |9 Felikian Residence Pasadena |Nov. 1978 - Nov. 1979 [Commercial [Commercial 25
FF130 |1 Foodland-Deli Pasadena [Mar. - Aug. 1986 Commercial [Commercial 13
Southern Commercial and
FF 133 |3 Savings Bank Pasadena Commercial |Commercial 3
Southern Commercial and
FF 133 (4 Savings Bank Pasadena [Jan. - Apr. 1949 Commercial [Commercial 18
Mar. 1983 - Aug. 1986, |Commercial [Commercial/Addi
FF 132 (9 Ready Pac. Corp. Office Space [Pasadena [Nov. 1992 /Addition  |tion 39
FF132 |4 Pasadena Christian School Pasadena |Jan. - Mar. 1965 Educational |Educational 9
Pasadena Jewish Community
FF 132 |5 Center Pasadena |Jan. - Feb. 1954 Educational |Educational 19
Masonic Temple - Lamanda
FF 131 (7 Park Pasadena [Aug. - Nov. 1958 Institutional | Institutional 13
Religious/A |Religious/Additio
FF 130 |2 Grace Lutheran Church Pasadena ddition n
FF 131 (10 Navas. J. Residence Pasadena [May 1950 Residential |Residential
FF 133 |2 Shulver, W. Residence Pasadena |April 1947 Residential |Residential
Residential-
FF129 (2 Conti, Nick Townhouses Pasadena [Feb. 1979 - Aug. 1980 |Multi Residential-Multi 27
Holloman Apartment Bldg & Residential-
FF 130 |[5 Garage Pasadena [Aug. 1948 Multi Residential-Multi 7
Residential-
FF 130 (10 Lal Court (F.H.A. #122-40190) (Pasadena [1947 Multi Residential-Multi 9
Lampasaona & DePaolis Residential-
FF 131 |1 Developers Pasadena |Apr. - Jul. 1988 Multi Residential-Multi 15
Martin, Messrs. & Charles
FF 131 |5 Felikian Garage Pasadena 1
FF 132 |7 Pico Citizens Bank Pico Jun. - Aug. 1952 Commercial [Commercial 20
Apr. 1982 - Aug. 1983,
FF 128 |2 Acton Plaza & Shopping Center |Reseda Mar. 1985 Commercial |Commercial 83
FF 129 |7 Douglass, M. Residence Rosemead |Jan. - Jul. 1992 Residential |Residential 6
San Gabriel Valley Humane Humanitari
FF 133 (1 Society San Gabriel |Jul. 1991 an Humanitarian 3
FF132 |6 Perera,Carlos Residence San Gabriel |Mar. - Apr. 1985 Residential |Residential 13
Charis, Phillip S. Portraiture Sherman
FF 128 (8 Studio Oaks Aug. - Sep. 1984 Commercial [Commercial 5
Palmer, R.S. & Assoc. Industrial [Sierra
FF 132 (2 Complex Madre Dec. 1964 - May 1965 |[Commercial |Commercial 14
Tutor-Saliba Contractors
FF 133 |7 Offices Sylmar Jan. - Apr. 1978 Commercial [Commercial 23
FF 129 |10 First National Bank of Vista Vista Nov. 1960 - Jan. 1961 |Commercial [Commercial 28
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FF130 |9 Kay, Dr. Arthur Dental Offices |Vista Jun. 1954 Commercial |Commercial 3
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post |West
FF 133 |9 8620 Covina Jan. 1958 - Mar. 1960 |[Institutional |Institutional 11
Compton Community & Savings
FF 129 |1 Bank Feb. - Apr. 1950 Commercial [Commercial 13
FF 129 |11 Fontana Christian School Nov. 1972 - Mar. 1973 |Educational |Educational 11
FF132 |3 Pasa Jewish Community Center Educational |Educational 10
FF132 |1 Oak Knoll Cleaners Aug. 1964 Mixed-Use |Mixed-Use 1
FF 128 |9 Cilicia Armenian Congr. Church Religious Religious 1
FF 133 |8 United Community Church Religious Religious 1
Residential-
FF 128 |1 A. Iranian Apartments Sep. 1989 - May 1990 |Multi Residential-Multi 12
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