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Historical Note:

Economics coursework was embedded in Cal Poly curriculum of Agriculture, Dairy, Architecture,
Engineering, and Home Making from its earliest days. As stated in the 1903 First Annual Catalogue about
Cal Poly, “The purpose of the school is to furnish to young people of both sexes mental and manual training
in the arts and sciences, including agriculture, mechanics, engineering, business methods, domestic
economy, and such other branches as will fit the students for the non-professional walks of life.” Technical
skills courses, including basic business skills, were designed for employment within the listed fields.

More formal courses were introduced once Cal Poly became a college. By the 1950s, the Social Science
Department, under the Science and Humanities Division, offered courses in Agricultural Journalism and
English that included routine report writing, typing, and public speaking for business. Courses in Social
Science now included courses in Economics as electives that included book keeping, farm management,
marketing, and commercial law. General economics courses were required as core curriculum in some
areas. The Engineering Department described the requirement as follows, “All majors are required to take
courses in economics and the social sciences because engineers work with men and money as well as
materials and equipment.” Both the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Engineering Department and
Architectural Engineering required Public Speaking, Principles of Economics, and Commercial Law
courses. Cal Poly was preparing graduates for business environments in a variety of technical fields.

A BS in Business Administration was first offered in the 1959-1960 school year in the Arts & Sciences
Division. The program was provided in part with faculty borrowed from the Department of Social Sciences
that already offered courses in economics. In 1965, the department became Department of Business
Administration and offered programs in Accounting, Business Administration, Economics, Finance and
Property Management, Industrial Relations, and Marketing. By 1970, the School of Business and Social
Sciences had evolved; an MBA program was proposed and approved for the 1970-71 academic year.

The school reorganized in 1986 as the School of Business Administration and was accredited by the
American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB). The School became the College of
Business in 1992. A Community Advisory Council and the Dean’s Advisory Council serve to support and
advise in the administration of the school. The same year a new building was constructed that increased
the building space by 7,000 sq. ft. to include a 128-seat flexible classroom. The college received a 10-year
accreditation by the AACSB in 1993.

In 2000, following a gift from Paul Orfalea, founder of Kinko’s, the college was renamed the Orfalea School
of Business. College faculty and staff, with Dean William Pendergrast, developed a new mission statement
for the college that focused on “integration of business disciplines and technologies with an entrepreneurial
spirit”. The mission and vision have since been updated, but the curriculum remains focused on applied
interdisciplinary scholarship and entrepreneurial ventures. In 2010 the school launched the Center for
Innovation and Entrepreneurship, with locations on campus and in downtown San Luis Obispo. The Orfalea
College of Business has been featured in US News and Bloomberg lists of top business schools.
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Scope and Content:

The collection contains administrative records, school documents, and photographs of staff, faculty,
students, and visitors relating to the Orfalea College of business and the Department of Business
Administration within the College of Social Science.

Arrangement:

The collection is arranged chronologically as a single series. Original organization of the records has been
preserved where possible. Materials may have been reorganized or rehoused for preservation and access
purposes.

Related Collections:

Sources:

“Colleges and Units - Highlights and History: Orfalea College of Business.” Cal Poly Magazine, Fall 2001,
pp. 33.

“Orfalea College of Business Building Success.” Orfalea College of Business,
http://www.cob.calpoly.edu/building/. Accessed 9 January 2017.

California Polytechnic State University Course Catalogs, 1903 — 1986
“Undergraduate Accreditation Application Volumes 1 and 2”. Business Administration Department, 1974.

Access:

Collection is open to researchers by appointment only. For more information on visiting, access policies,
and reproduction requests, please visit our Reference Services page online at http:/lib.calpoly.edu/search-
and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/.

Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:

Digital Copies are provided to researchers for the purpose of study, research, and personal use only,
unless otherwise specified in writing. Materials that are the property of Cal Poly Special Collections and
Archives require written permission prior to publication. No complete collection may be reproduced.

For print and online publication, please visit our Reproduction Services page online at
http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/. Special Collections and Archives reserves the right
to review all reproduction requests and to withhold permission if scanning would endanger the material,
would violate copyright law, or would violate institutional restrictions.

Copyright:
© 2016 Trustees of the California State University. All rights reserved.
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Accreditation Application, Volume 1, 17 June 1974
Accreditation Application, Volume 1, 17 June 1974

Accreditation Application, Volume 2, 17 June 1974

Accreditation Application, preliminary report and working notes, 1973
Business Administration Department promotional brochures, 1960 — 1967
MBA Program informational and recruitment brochure, circa 1970s

MBA class prospectus of student resumes, restricted access, 1972 and 1973
Annual Report, 2004 — 2005

Annual Report, 2005 - 2006

Annual Report, 2006 — 2007

Annual Report, 2007 — 2008

Department Meeting Minutes, 1979 — 1980

Department Meeting Minutes, 1980 — 1981

Department Meeting Minutes, 1982 — 1983

Five Year Review of Existing Programs, 31 January 1981

MBA Program, proposal of new degree, December 1968

Business Department brief timeline and curriculum, undated

College of Business 5" x 12" pennant, undated

Business Seminar Program, February 1969

Cal Poly Economic Impact Report, February 1991
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Inventory of Tourist-Recreational Facilities in the San Luis Obispo County Coastal
area, 12 June 1953

Conference Proceedings, Management of Quality, April 1991
SAM Twenty Second Annual Business Seminar Mediakit, 1988
BizNews Magazine, Spring, photocopy, 2004-2005

BizNews Magazine, Spring, 2006

Cal Poly Business Magazine, 1985 — 1988

College & Alumni Magazine, 2007

Campus Procurement and Support Services, Business Affairs Handbook, undated
College of Business, Notebook student newsletter, 1996
Industrial Technology newsletter, 2001-2002

Professor Dr. Phillip H. Overmeyer, retirement album, 1972
Advisory Council and VIPs, photographs, circa 1960 — 1990
Advisory Council and VIPs, photographs, circa 1960 — 1990

American Marketing Association International Collegiate Conference, Chapter of
the year, photographs, 1992 — 1993

Campus Photographs, clock tower, Cotchett Education Building, Business
Building, undated

Event photographs, 1980-2001
Faculty and Staff, group photographs, undated
Faculty and Staff, headshot photographs, undated

Homecoming Banquet, Professor Owen Servatius, photographs, 1989
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Box 4 Folder 8 HRM Conference, Senior Project Team, photographs, 1990

Box 4 Folder 9 Faculty and Staff, headshots and profile photographs, circa 1970s-1990s

Box 4 Folder 10 Ice Cream Social, student clubs, photograph, undated

Box 4 Folder 11 Presidents Julian McPhee, Robert E. Kennedy, Warren J. Baker, photographs,
undated

Box 4 Folder 12 Professor Gene O’Connor, photographs, 1980-2000

Box 4 Folder 13 Professor Dr. Water Rice, photographs, circa 1995

Box 4 Folder 14 1Sé—\gl\g Club, Society for Advancement of Management, photograph collage, 1995-

Box 4 Folder 15 SAM Executive Board, photographs, 1988

Box 4 Folder 16 San Luis Obispo, business store fronts, photographs, undated

Box 4 Folder 17 School of Business, Rush Hill, photographs, 1969

Box 5 [Dexter] Dean's Advisory Council papers, 1LF unprocessed, 1991-2002
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