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Historical Note:

Environmental Horticultural Science (formerly Ornamental Horticulture) and Crop Science merged in 2002
creating the Environmental and Crop Science Department within the College of Agriculture, Food, and
Environmental Sciences (CAFES). The department specializes in the three primary areas: Environmental
Horticultural Science, Fruit and Crop Science, and Plant Protection Science.

Horticulture has been a part of the agriculture curriculum at Cal Poly since its founding in 1901 as a
technical vocational school. Coursework included horticulture, floriculture, and greenhouse propagation. By
1939 the program, then titled Landscape Gardening, included courses such as General Nursery Practice,
Elements of Design, and Landscaping of City and County Property. The program included flower cutting,
landscape design, and greenhouse production. Paul Ecke Jr., of Ecke Ranch known for greenhouse
poinsettia production, was an early supporter of the department and served on the advisory council until
2002. In the 1940-41 school year the department was reorganized as Ornamental Horticulture and the first
Bachelor of Science degrees were awarded in 1942. By the 1990s the department had expanded to
Environmental Horticulture Science which later merged with Crop Science.

Scope and Content:

The collection contains documents, photographs, photographic slides, and other materials related to the
development and administration of the Horticulture and Crop Science Department at Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo including the formerly titled Ornamental Horticulture Department. Records include the working
papers of Professor and former Interim Head of Environmental Horticultural Science Virginia Walter
(retired) reflecting department advancement, operations, and curriculum. Records of the Pi Alpha Xi
honorary society Upsilon Chapter at Cal Poly which was established in 1975 include charter applications
and photographic images of chapter events. Records also include travel documentation, ranking
documentation, and photographs of the Floral Design Team and program. Photographic images and slides
reflect course content, department activities, student work, floral and plant exhibits and projects, and
greenhouse projects.

Arrangement:
The collection is arranged in four series. Original organization of the records has been preserved where
possible. Materials may have been reorganized or rehoused for preservation and access purposes.

Series | Documents and photographs related to the Ornamental Horticulture department between 1958-
2013.

Series Il Documents and photographs created and collected by Professor Virginia R. Walter who joined the
faculty in 1974 and retired in 2017.

Series Ill Records related to Pi Alpha Xi Upsilon Chapter chartered September 1, 1975.

Series IV Photographs and photographic image slides created and collected between 1958 — 2009.
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Related Collections:
UA0019 College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences
UA0099 University Archives Photograph Collection

Subject Headings:
Agriculture—California

Cut flowers

Horticulture

Horticultural crops—California
Horticultural crops--United States
Ornamental horticulture

Flower shows—Judging
Floriculture

Access:

Collection is open to researchers by appointment only. For more information on visiting, access policies,
and reproduction requests, please visit our Reference Services page online at http://lib.calpoly.edu/search-
and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/.

Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:

Digital Copies are provided to researchers for the purpose of study, research, and personal use only,
unless otherwise specified in writing. Materials that are the property of Cal Poly Special Collections and
Archives require written permission prior to publication. No complete collection may be reproduced.

For print and online publication, please visit our Reproduction Services page online at
http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/. Special Collections and Archives reserves the right
to review all reproduction requests and to withhold permission if scanning would endanger the material,
would violate copyright law, or would violate institutional restrictions.

Copyright:
© 2016 Trustees of the California State University. All rights reserved.
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Contents:

Series 1
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Documents and photographs related to the Ornamental Horticulture department from 1958-2013 including
department planning documents, strategic planning, special events, student activities, and the manufacture
and maintenance of the campus greenhouse. Series 1 also includes records related to Flower Judging and
Floral Design courses and Flower Judging competitions. Cal Poly ranked highly in Flower Judging
throughout the duration of the program.

Box 1

Box 1 Folder 1

Box 1 Folder 2

Box 1 Folder 3

Box 1 Folder 4

Box 1 Folder 5

Box 1 Folder 6

Box 1 Folder 7

Box 1 Folder 8

Box 1 Folder 9

Box 1 Folder 10

Box 1 Folder 11

Box 1 Folder 12

Box 1 Folder 13

Box 1 Folder 14

Box 1 Folder 15
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Ornamental Horticulture Club Events, 1979-2002

Horticulture Now!, newsletters, 1999

Admissions Pamphlets, College of Agriculture, undated

Ornamental Horticulture Department Publicity, 1987-1991

Technician Job Information, 1987-1988

Research Centers and College Information, March 1994

Ornamental Horticulture Decals, undated

Field Trips, [Ecke Ranch], 1987

Joseph Shinoda, Memorial Scholarship, Trustees, Photographs, circa 1980s
Advancement and Student Assistant Fund, 1996-1999 [Restricted]

Cal Poly and the California Strawberry Commission Partnership Plan, 2013
Ornamental Horticulture Endowment, 1987

Ornamental Horticulture Endowment, 1993-2000

Ornamental Horticulture Endowment, 1998-2000

Environmental Horticulture Department, budget and department planning
documents, 1982-1999
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Box 1 Folder 16

Box 2

Box 2 Folder 1.1

Box 2 Folder 1.2

Box 2 Folder 3.1

Box 2 Folder 3.2

Box 2 Folder 4

Box 2 Folder 5

Box 2 Folder 6

Box 2 Folder 7

Box 3

Box 3 Folder 1.1

Box 3 Folder 1.2

Box 3 Folder 2

Box 3 Folder 3

Box 3 Folder 4

Box 3 Folder 5.1

Box 3 Folder 5.2

Box 4

Box 4 Folder 1

Box 4 Folder 2
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Horticulture and Crop Science, Brand Portfolio and Planning Documents, 2001-
2008

Horticulture and Crop Science, Strategic Vision 2020, Executive Summary, 2013

Horticulture and Crop Science, Strategic Vision 2020, Executive Summary, 2013

Ornamental Horticulture, Advisory Council, 1992-1993

Ornamental Horticulture, Advisory Council, 1992-1993

Environmental Horticulture Science Department, Advisory Council, 1999-2000
Ornamental Horticulture Degree Information, 1977-1983

Ornamental Horticulture Degree Information, 1984-1985

Ornamental Horticulture Degree Curriculum Information, 1981-1987

Ornamental Horticulture Degree Curriculum Information, 1981-1987
Ornamental Horticulture Degree Curriculum Information, 1981-1987
Ornamental Horticulture Degree Information, 1998-2000
Environmental Horticulture Science Course Information, 2004-2006
Environmental Horticulture Science Degree Information, 2008-2009
Undergraduate Program Review, 2006-2012

Undergraduate Program Review, 2006-2012

Ornamental Horticulture 100, Orientation Lecture Info. 1979-1984

Ornamental Horticulture Department, Photographs
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Box 4 Folder 3

Box 4 Folder 4

Box 4 Folder 5.1

Box 4 Folder 5.2

Box 4 Folder 5.3

Box 5

Box 5 Folder 1

Box 5 Folder 2

Box 5 Folder 3

Box 5 Folder 4

Box 5 Folder 5

Box 5 Folder 6

Box 5 Folder 7

Box 5 Folder 8

Box 5 Folder 9.1

Box 5 Folder 9.2

Box 5 Folder 10
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Ornamental Horticulture, Faculty and Staff Photograph, circa 1980s

Ornamental Horticulture 131, Ornamental Horticulture Industry Statistics, 1971-
1991

Ornamental Horticulture 131, Environmental Horticulture Science 110, Course
Materials, 1987-2003

Ornamental Horticulture 131, Environmental Horticulture Science 110, Course
Materials, 1987-2003

Ornamental Horticulture 131, Environmental Horticulture Science 110, Course
Materials, 1987-2003

Greenhouse Construction, Photographs, circa 2001

Water Quality Management Plan, Operation Seminar, 2001

Lord & Burnham, Handy Handbook, 1969-1970

Wind Generator Information, 1979-1982

Wind Generator and Solar Green House Information, 1979-1991
Solar Greenhouse Information, 1995

Monsanto Greenhouse, 1982-1986

Ornamental Horticulture, Green Houses, 1987-1988
Greenhouse Project, 2006-2008

Greenhouse Project, 2006-2008

Carpentaria Valley Greenhouse, 1999-2004
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Box 6 Folder 1

Box 6 Folder 2

Box 6 Folder 3

Box 6 Folder 4

Box 6 Folder 5

Box 6 Folder 6

Box 6 Folder 7

Box 6 Folder 8

Box 6 Folder 9

Box 6 Folder 10

Box 6 Folder 11

Box 6 Folder 12

Box 6 Folder 13

Box 6 Folder 14

Box 6 Folder 15

Box 6 Folder 16

Box 6 Folder 17

Box 6 Folder 18
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Facilities and Greenhouse Planning, Centennial Campaign, 1996-1999
Centennial Project Proposals, 1999-2000

College of Agriculture, Project Proposals, 1997

Project Proposals, 1999

Facilities, 2000

Agriculture Ambassadors, Season’s Greetings Photograph, 1999

Virginia Walter, Ornamental Horticulture, Controlled Atmospheric Environments
and their Effects on Insects and Mites, 1992-1998

Virginia Walter, Improved Greenhouse Technology, 1996
Horticulture and Crop Science Spring Newsletter, 2010
Horticulture Department Poly Plant Shop Flyers, undated
Alumni Association PolyGram, May 1958

40 Annual Poly Royal event brochure, 1972

Articles by Kenneth K.C. Sanderson on the teaching philosophy of Cal Poly
Ornamental Horticulture Department, 1977-1978

Slideshow, Student Course Plan by year, visiting professor Kenneth K.C.
Sanderson, photographic slides, 1978

Poly Royal Gardens and exhibits, photographic slides, 1977

Professors Bill Noble, Virginia Walter, and Ecke Ranch, photographic slides, circa
1977

Student fieldtrips, senior breakfast, graduation, photographic slides, 1977

Milk Carton boats at Laguna Lake, Rose Bowl Float Elephant, photographic slides,

circa 1977
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Box 6 Folder 19

Box 7

Box 7 Folder 1

Box 7 Folder 2

Box 7 Folder 3

Box 7 Folder 4

Box 7 Folder 5

Box 7 Folder 6

Box 7 Folder 7

Box 7 Folder 8

Box 7 Folder 9

Box 7 Folder 10

Box 7 Folder 11
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Box 8 Folder 1

Box 8 Folder 2

Box 8 Folder 3

Box 8 Folder 4

Box 8 Folder 5

Box 8 Folder 7
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Cal Poly Gardens, campus buildings, and facilities, photographic slides, circa

1976-1977

Flower Judging Team, Plant Material and Receipts, 1977-1978

Flower Judging Team, Purdue University, 1977

Flower Judging Team, New Mexico State University, 1978

Flower Judging Team, Callaway Gardens, Auburn, Georgia, 1979

Flower Judging Team, University of Wisconsin, 1980

Flower Judging Team, Cal Poly, 1981

Flower Judging Team, The Ohio State University, 1982

Flower Judging Team, Colorado State University, 1983

Flower Judging Team, Penn State University, 1984

Flower Judging Team, University of Minnesota, 1985

Flower Judging Team, North Carolina State University, 1986

Flower Judging Team, Texas A&M, 1987

Flower Judging Team, University of lllinois, 1988

Flower Judging Team, New Mexico State University, 1989

Flower Judging Team, Michigan State University, 1990

Flower Judging Team, Cal Poly, 1991

Flower Judging Team, The Ohio State University, 1992
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Box 8 Folder 8

Box 8 Folder 9

Box 8 Folder 10.1

Box 8 Folder 10.2

Box 9

Box 9 Folder 1

Box 9 Folder 2

Box 9 Folder 3

Box 9 Folder 4

Box 9 Folder 5

Box 9 Folder 6

Box 9 Folder 7

Box 9 Folder 8

Box 9 Folder 9

Box 9 Folder 10
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Box 9 Folder 13
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Box 10

Box 10 Folder 1

2018-01-03

CAL POLY

Robert E. Kennedy Library

California Polytechnic State University
Special Collections & Archives

Flower Judging Team, University of Wisconsin- River Falls, 1993

Flower Judging Team, University of Kentucky, 1994

Flower Judging Team, Kansas State University, 1995

Flower Judging Team, Kansas State University, 1995

Flower Judging Team, Utah State University, 1996

Flower Judging Team at University of Wisconsin, photographs and rankings, 2002

Flower Judging Team, photographs, 1986-2007

Flower Judging Notebook, 1977-1979

Flower Judging Notebook, 1984-1985

Flower Judging Team Miscellaneous Information, 1976-1980

Ornamental Horticulture, Flower Judging Rules, 1979-1992

Ornamental Horticulture 225, Flower Judging Information Sheet, 1985-1993

Poly Royal, Floral and Exhibit Designs, Photographs, 1986-1988

Flower Show, 1986-1993

Flower Show, 1990-1992

Flower Show, 1992-1994

Flower Show, 1996-1997

60t Annual Intercollegiate Floral Crop Quality Evaluation and Design Contest at

Cal Poly, 2001

Future Farmers of America State Finalist Contest, 1977-1990
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Box 10 Folder 2 Future Farmers of America Contest Judging Guidelines, 1988

Box 10 Folder 3 Future Farmers of America Judging Guidelines, 1999

Box 10 Folder 4 Future Farmers of America Flower Orders, 2000-2004

Box 10 Folder 5 50t National Intercollegiate Flower Judging Contest, 1995

Box 10 Folder 6 66t Annual National Intercollegiate Floral Crop Quality Evaluation and Design
Competition Banquet, 2007

Box 10 Folder 7 Cal Poly National Championships Awards Reception, photographs, 2004-2008

Box 10 Folder 8 63rd National Intercollegiate Floral Crop Quality Evaluation and Design Contest,
Colorado, photographs, 2004

Box 10 Folder 9 National Intercollegiate Floral Crop Quality Evaluation and Design Contest, 60t
National Event Logo, 2001

Box 10 Folder 10 Flower Judging Team, Newspaper Clippings, and Photographs, 1989-2003

Box 10 Folder 11 Floriculture Advisor Information, 1987

Box 10 Folder 12 A Floriculture Overview, Yoshimi Shibata, June 1984

Box 10 Folder 13 Floriculture History, 1984-1991

Series 2

Documents and photographs created and collected by Professor Virginia R. Walter who joined the faculty in
1974 and retired in 2017. She later served as the interim department head for the then titled Department of
Environmental Horticultural Science from 1997 to 2000. She also served as advisor to the FFA State Finals
Floriculture Contest and the Upsilon Chapter of Pi Alpha Xi. Her flower judging and design teams were
consistent performers at the National Intercollegiate Floral Crop Quality Evaluation and Design
Competitions.

Box 11
Box 11 Folder 1 Floral Education, 1984-1989

Box 11 Folder 2 California Florist, Sept. 1985- Mar. 1990
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Box 11 Folder 3

Box 11 Folder 4

Box 11 Folder 5

Box 11 Folder 6

Box 11 Folder 7

Box 11 Folder 8

Box 11 Folder 9

Box 11 Folder 10

Box 11 Folder 11

Box 11 Folder 12

Box 11 Folder 13

Box 12

Box 12 Folder 1

Box 12 Folder 2

Box 12 Folder 3

Box 12 Folder 4

Box 12 Folder 5

Box 12 Folder 6

Box 12 Folder 7

Box 13

Box 13 Folder 1
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Cal Poly Awards, 2000-2002

Photographs, Paul Ecke Jr. Dinner, 1995
Photographs, Virginia R. Walter, circa 1970s
Virginia Walter, Photographs, circa 2000

Professor Virginia Walter, Correspondence with Students and Colleagues,
Photographs, circa 1990s-2000s

Virginia R. Walter, Newspaper article and ad, 2012

Talks and Speeches, 1974-2000

Paul Ecke Jr., Correspondence Regarding Internships, 1998
Correspondence, 1974-1975

Correspondence, 1976

Correspondence, 1977

Correspondence 1978
Correspondence 1979
Correspondence 1980
Correspondence 1981
Correspondence 1982
Correspondence 1983

Correspondence 1984

Correspondence 1985
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Box 13 Folder 2 Correspondence 1986
Box 13 Folder 3 Correspondence 1987
Box 13 Folder 4 Correspondence 1988
Box 13 Folder 5 Correspondence 1989
Box 13 Folder 6 Correspondence 1990
Box 13 Folder 7 Correspondence 1991-1997

Series 3 Pi Alpha Xi

Pi Alpha Xi is an honorary academic society that includes all horticultural disciplines and has 42 chapters in
the United States at four-year institutions with programs in horticulture. The organization acknowledges
junior and senior students with high scholastic achievement who demonstrate a strong interest in
horticulture. The Upsilon Chapter at Cal Poly was chartered September 1, 1975.

Box 14

Box 14 Folder 1 Pi Alpha Xi, Upsilon Chapter, Announcements, Newsletters, 1970s-1990s

Box 14 Folder 2.1 Pi Alpha Xi, Correspondence and Club Documents, 1974-2007

Box 14 Folder 2.2 Pi Alpha Xi, Correspondence and Club Documents, 1974-2007

Box 14 Folder 3.1 Pi Alpha Xi, Upsilon Chapter, Club Secretary Records, 1975-1987

Box 14 Folder 3.1 Pi Alpha Xi, Upsilon Chapter, Club Secretary Records, 1975-1987

Box 14 Folder 4 Pi Alpha Xi, Membership Lists, 1975-1995

Box 14 Folder 5 Pi Alpha Xi, Membership Recruitment, Correspondence and Rosters, 1981-1993
Box 14 Folder 6 Pi Alpha Xi, Upsilon Chapter, Club Officer Rosters, 1982-1989

Box 14 Folder 7 Pi Alpha Xi, Upsilon Chapter, Club Documents, 1983-1987

Box 15
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Box 15 Folder 1

Box 15 Folder 2

Box 15 Folder 3

Box 15 Folder 4

Box 15 Folder 5

Box 15 Folder 6

Box 15 Folder 7

Box 15 Folder 8

Box 15 Folder 9

Box 15 Folder 10

Box 15 Folder 11

Box 15 Folder 12

Box 15 Folder 13

Box 15 Folder 14

Box 15 Folder 15

Series IV Photographs
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Pi Alpha Xi, Initiation Ceremony and Officer Responsibilities, 1985

Pi Alpha Xi, Correspondence, 1985-1991

Pi Alpha Xi, Chapter Renewal Application, 1985, 1994-1995

Pi Alpha Xi, Certificates and Photographs, 1987-1995

Pi Alpha Xi, Flower Show, 1988-2008

Pi Alpha Xi, Meeting Minutes and Agendas, Membership Lists, 1990-1993

Pi Alpha Xi, New Member Reception at Madonna Inn with Joseph Jen, Dean of
Agriculture, photographs, circa 1998

Pi Alpha Xi, Bylaws, Agendas and Membership, 1998
Pi Alpha Xi, Membership Recruitment, Correspondence, and Roster, 2004-2016

Pi Alpha Xi, Upsilon Chapter, Member List, undated

Pi Alpha Xi, scrapbook, documents and awards, 1975-1977
Pi Alpha Xi, scrapbook, photographs, 1975-1979
Pi Alpha Xi, scrapbook, photographs, 1980-1983
Pi Alpha Xi Chapter Album, Photographs and Awards, 1983

Pi Alpha Xi Chapter Album, Photographs and Awards, 1990-1994

Photographs and photographic image slides created and collected between 1958 - 2009

Box 16

Box 16 Folder 1

Box 16 Folder 2
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OH 381 Pesticide Certification Series, Winton Woody Frey, photographic slides,
circa 1981

OH 381 Week 2, Los Osos and Salt Marsh, Winton Woody Frey, photographic
slides, circa 1983

Page 13 of 16 UA0024 Horticulture and Crop Science Department



Box 16 Folder 3

Box 16 Folder 4

Box 16 Folder 5

Box 16 Folder 6

Box 16 Folder 7

Box 16 Folder 8

Box 16 Folder 9

Box 16 Folder 10

Box 16 Folder 11

Box 16 Folder 12

Box 16 Folder 13

Box 16 Folder 14

Box 16 Folder 15

Box 16 Folder 16

Box 16 Folder 17

Box 16 Folder 18

Box 17

Box 17 Folder 1

Box 17 Folder 2

Box 17 Folder 3

Box 17 Folder 4
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Pismo Dunes Floral Propagation, Winton Woody Frey, photographic slides, 1983
Environmental Horticulture Science Recruitment, photographic slides, circa 1996
OH 381 Life Zones, Communities, photographic slides, circa 1980
EHS 231 Plant Materials |, Eltzroth Rice, photographic slides, circa 2002
OH 381 Week 3, Cuesta Ridge, W. Frey, photographic slides, circa 1983
EHS 231, Plant Materials I, List 3, Eltzroth Rice, photographic slides, circa 2002
EHS 231, Plant Materials, List 4, Eltzroth Rice, photographic slides, circa 2002
Hilary Rinaldi’s Senior Project, Photographic slides, 1987
OH 327, Walter, Tray 1, Weeds, photographic slides, 1970

NAAC Safety, National Agricultural Chem. Association, Safe Handling of
Pesticides, photographic slides, cassette

EHS 232, slides, circa 1990

Misc. Tray, Crops, photographic slides, circa 1983
Ornamental Horticulture Club, photographic slides, 1983
Ornamental Horticulture Club, photographic slides, 1983
Ornamental Horticulture Club, photographic slides, 1983

Ornamental Horticulture Club, photographic slides, 1983

EHS 232, Plant Materials, List #3, Eltzroth, Fall 2002, photographic slides, 2002
EHS 232, Plant Materials, List #1, Eltzroth, Spring 2002, photographic slides, 2002
EHS 232, Plant Materials, List #5, Eltzroth, Fall 2002, photographic slides, 2002

EHS 232, Plant Materials, Eltzroth, List #6, Fall 2002, photographic slides, 2002
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Box 17 Folder 5

Box 17 Folder 6

Box 17 Folder 7

Box 17 Folder 8

Box 17 Folder 9

Box 17 Folder 10

Box 17 Folder 11

Box 17 Folder 12

Box 17 Folder 13

Box 17 Folder 14

Box 17 Folder 15

Box 17 Folder 16

Box 17 Folder 17

Box 17 Folder 18

Box 17 Folder 19

Box 18

Box 18 Folder 1

Box 18 Folder 2
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EHS 232, Plant Materials, Eltzroth, List #7, Fall 2002, photographic slides, 2002

EHS 231, Plant Materials, Eltzroth Rice, List#7, Spring 2002, photographic slides,
2002

Herb Injury, undated
Grafting and Budding, Studio Shots of Mechanics, photographic slides, circa 1990

OH 432, Landscape Plants, Conner and Quinn, Tenth Week, photographic slides,
circa 1977

OH 381, Native Plants, Walter Frey, slides, undated

EHS 231, Plant Materials, Eltzroth Rice, List#5, Spring 2002, photographic slides,
2002

EHS 232, Plant Materials, Eltzroth Rice, List#1, Fall 2002, photographic slides,
2002

EHS 231, Plant Materials, Eltzroth Rice, List#8, Spring 2002, photographic slides,
2002

Mums, photographic slides, circa 1988

OH 232, Walter Frey, Twigs, Week 5, photographic slides, circa 1975

OH 432, 7t Week, Landscape Plants, photographic slides, circa 1977

OH 232, 8t Week, Botanical and Common Names, photographic slides, undated
OH 381, Walter Frey Projects, photographic slides, circa 1978

OH 381, Natives and Saratoga, photographic slides, circa 1977

Greenhouse growing and student activities, photographic slides, 1983

Greenhouse flowers and poinsettias, photographic slides, undated
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Box 18 Folder 3 Horticulture 533 and poinsettias, photographic slides, circa 1978

Box 18 Folder 4 Plant disease and insects, photographic slides, 1972-1987

Box 19

Box 19 Folder 1 Greenhouse production and poinsettias, photographic slides, 1979-1982
Box 20

Box 20 Gardens and landscapes samples, photographic slides, undated

Box 21

Box 21 Gardens and landscapes samples, photographic slides, undated

Box 22-23

Box 22 Photographic slides depicting plant samples created by the Ornamental

Horticulture department, undated

Box 23a Photographic slides depicting plant samples created by the Ornamental
Horticulture department, undated

Box 23b Digital department records on 3.5” floppy disks and CDs, undated, circa 1990s
Box 24
Box 24a-e Approximately 30,000 photographic slides of local and statewide plants, trees,

landscapes, and related course content, undated, circa 1950s-1990s
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